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Monitoring the Virus 

The Spread Continues

COVID-19 cases worldwide have reached over 
1,000,000 and global death toll has surpassed 
50,000. The virus has been detected in 171 
countries. 

Signs of Improvement

Ambassadors in Italy and Spain reported to 
the U.S. that the first signs of improvement 
have appeared in their countries where 
numbers of confirmed infections, 
hospitalizations, and deaths have stabilized, 
though they still remain quite high.

source

Cumulative confirmed COVID-19 cases in selected countries

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/04/02/coronavirus-latest-news/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/04/02/coronavirus-latest-news/
https://www.statista.com/chart/21112/covid-19-growth-curve-selected-countries/
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https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/685d0ace521648f8a5beeeee1b9125cd


Potential False Figures

China’s Concealed COVID-19 Data

According to U.S. intelligence, China has 

concealed the extent of COVID-19 by 

under-reporting both the number of 

COVID-19 cases and the number of related 

deaths. 

China has denied these allegations, 

defending their reporting as “open and 

transparent.”

Several U.S. officials have also pointed to 

Iran, Russia, Indonesia, and North Korea as 

having potentially downplayed their 

COVID-19 numbers.

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-01/china-concealed-extent-of-virus-outbreak-u-s-intelligence-says
https://time.com/5814313/china-denies-hiding-coronavirus/


Note: The map shows the known locations of coronavirus cases by county. Circles are sized by the number of people there who have tested 
positive, which may differ from where they contracted the illness. Some people who traveled overseas were taken for treatment in California, 

Nebraska and Texas. Sources: State and local health agencies, hospitals, C.D.C.
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Rising Numbers
There are now about 230,000 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the 
U.S. 

Pandemic Response Oversight
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
announced a new bipartisan House 
committee to exercise oversight of 
the federal response to the 
pandemic. 

Americans at Home
Nearly 91% of all Americans have 
received orders to stay at home or 
a shelter in place order.

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/world/coronavirus-maps.html
https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2020/health/coronavirus-us-maps-and-cases/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/02/politics/coronavirus-house-committee-pelosi/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/coronavirus-pandemic-04-02-20-intl/index.html


White House Advice to Public

Experts warn the White House that 
COVID-19 could possibly be spread not 
just by sneezes or coughs, but also by 
talking or breathing.

As a result, the federal government is 
reportedly formalizing new guidance to 
recommend that many Americans wear 
face coverings when leaving home. Face 
coverings could include non-medical 
masks, T-shirts or bandannas. 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/02/health/aerosol-coronavirus-spread-white-house-letter/index.html
https://apnews.com/a7857eb0250093ab796daf6122c71047


Record Jobless Claims 

Large Toll on Job Loss
In the past two weeks 
nearly 10 million American 
have been put out of work, 
more than in the worst 
months of the 2008 
recession. 

The worst week for 
unemployment filings prior 
was 695,000 in 1982; last 
week alone, 6.6 million 
Americans filed for 
unemployment. 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/02/business/economy/coronavirus-unemployment-claims.html


Testing Concerns

False Negative Possibility

Health experts are now saying that one 

in three patients who are infected with 

COVID-19 will test false negative. This 

casts a lot of doubt on the reliability of 

testing now available. 

New York City emergency room doctor 

Dara Kass says, “a negative is not 

clearing anybody who is symptomatic.”

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/questions-about-accuracy-of-coronavirus-tests-sow-worry/ar-BB124KXh?li=BBnb7Kz


Global Reactions & Responses

Curfews and Lockdowns Announced

Thailand Prime Minister announces nationwide curfew.

Saudi Arabia puts 24-hour curfew on the two holy cities Mecca and Medina.

Jia county in China’s Henan province has been placed on on total lockdown amid fears of a second wave.

Anger Over COVID-19 Responses

The Japanese Prime Minister offered two cloth masks per family and refused to declare an emergency, 

angering many citizens. 

Kenyan President apologized after police were accused of violence during COVID-19 curfew.

Effort to Stop the Spread

A refugee camp in Greece was placed into quarantine after 20 positive COVID-19 tests.

Germany mobilized 15,000 soldiers to support the COVID-19 effort.

https://edition.cnn.com/world/live-news/coronavirus-pandemic-04-02-20-intl/h_6c2c934a066c49534cd533a352992c0c
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/apr/2/saudi-arabia-mandates-24-hour-curfew-holy-cities-m/
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/01/chinese-county-coronavirus-lockdown-second-wave-159615
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-japan-masks/on-brink-of-coronavirus-crisis-japan-pm-offers-masks-gets-social-media-roasting-idUSKBN21K0CQ
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/kenyan-president-apologises-police-violence-curfew-200401140202740.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/woman-greece-refugee-test-positive-coronavirus-200401111738369.html
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/germany-deploys-15k-soldiers-to-combat-covid-19-crisis/1782352


This information is current as of April 2nd, 2020. 
Further updates will be sent in future briefings. 
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