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Monitoring the Virus 

Across the world, there have been over 3.7 million confirmed COVID-19 cases and nearly 270,000 related deaths.

Another Record in Russia
Over the last 24 hours, Russia has reported 11,231 
new cases of infection, another record daily total. It is 
quickly becoming Europe’s new hot spot. 

Medical Workers in Africa
According to the WHO, over 1,000 health workers 
have been infected across Africa. 

Stability in Iran
Iran has reported its outbreak to be relatively stable, 
announcing over 1,000 new outbreaks for fourth 
straight day. 

India Cases Rise
The number of infections in India has risen past 
50,000. 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/world/coronavirus-maps.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/07/global-report-france-to-ease-lockdown-as-russia-becomes-coronavirus-hotspot
https://www.dw.com/en/covid-19-africas-health-workers-at-risk/a-53352778
https://www.barrons.com/news/iran-says-virus-outbreak-relatively-stable-despite-uptick-01588848904?refsec=afp-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/50-000-cases-and-counting-fresh-spikes-in-urban-centres/story-Q23ovgTu3J7k6m5MGfSVzL.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/50-000-cases-and-counting-fresh-spikes-in-urban-centres/story-Q23ovgTu3J7k6m5MGfSVzL.html


Mapping the Spread of COVID-19

Sources: Local governments; The Center for Systems Science and Engineering at Johns Hopkins University; National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China; World Health Organization. Data for the West Bank and Gaza was reported together by the Palestinian  
Health Ministry and includes only Palestinian-controlled land. Russia is reporting data for Crimea, a peninsula it annexed in 2014 in a move that led to international sanctions. Data for some countries, like the United States and France, include counts for overseas territories. 
Japan’s count includes 696 cases and seven deaths from a cruise ship that docked in Yokohama. For new cases map: Doubling time is calculated for the last week of cases.

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/world/coronavirus-maps.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/19/world/europe/ukraine.html


COVID-19 in the U.S.

White House Rejects C.D.C. Guidelines
The C.D.C. released a set of guidelines to aid in the 
reopening of schools, businesses, and restaurants. 
The White House rejected the guidelines, many 
officials saying they are too prescriptive, especially 
in areas with low infection rates.

States Continue Reopening
By this Sunday, over 43 states will have partially or 
completely reopened. 

Outbreaks Traced Back to New York
A new study shows that outbreaks across the 
country have been seeded from infected people 
leaving New York. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/us/coronavirus-updates.html#link-4d8bd049
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/06/health/us-coronavirus-wednesday/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/us/new-york-city-coronavirus-outbreak.html


Note: The map shows the known locations of coronavirus cases by county. For total cases and deaths: Circles are sized by the number of people there who have tested positive, which may 
differ from where they contracted the illness. For per capita: Parts of a county with a population density lower than 10 people per square mile are not shaded. Sources: State and local 

health agencies and hospitals. Source

Mapping the Spread of COVID-19 in the United States

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html


U.S. Unemployment Rising

Over 33 million Americans have filed for unemployment in the past seven weeks. 

This represents an unemployment rate 
of about 25%, a level unseen since the 
Great Depression. 

The good news is, layoffs seems to be 
slowing, with this past week only having 
3 million claims. Experts hope that 
unemployment claims will continue to 
drop as states across the country begin 
to reopen. 

Gregory Daco, chief US Economist at 
Oxford Economics, says, “We’re still 
seeing a massive wave of layoffs taking 
over the economy” in what he describes 
as a “second wave of the coronavirus 
recession”.  source

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/world/coronavirus-news.html#link-442161a0
https://fortune.com/2020/05/07/unemployment-33-million-coronavirus/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/may/07/us-unemployment-jobless-coronavirus-economy
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/may/07/us-unemployment-jobless-coronavirus-economy
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/business/stock-market-today-coronavirus.html#link-3530da13
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/business/stock-market-today-coronavirus.html#link-3530da13
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/07/economy/unemployment-benefits-coronavirus/index.html


source

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/05/07/business/small-business-loans-coronavirus.html


UN Warns of Famine

“Unless we take action now, we should be prepared for a 

significant rise in conflict, hunger and poverty. The specter of 

multiple famines loom.”

- Mr. Lowcock, Head of UN Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs

The United Nations has tripled the 

size of its humanitarian aid appeal 

from $2 billion to $6.7 billion to help 

vulnerable countries devastated by 

the pandemic. 

The expansion was caused by updated 

plans to help nine more countries 

than before: Benin, Djibouti, Liberia, 

Mozambique, Pakistan, the 

Philippines, Sierra Leone, Togo and 

Zimbabwe.

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/world/coronavirus-news.html#link-44034dab
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/world/coronavirus-news.html#link-44034dab


Europe Continues Opening

France is lifting its stay at home orders starting 
on Monday. On May 11th, it expects thousands 
of businesses to begin to open. However, the 
borders will be closed until further notice.

On May 18th, Italy will continue masses and 
religious ceremonies like weddings, but with 
safety measures in place. 

In Madrid, some parks are expected to open 
starting on Friday. 

Germany will continue football league games 
starting next week. 

Denmark is reopening the entire retail sector, 
including shopping malls, starting on May 11th.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/07/global-report-france-to-ease-lockdown-as-russia-becomes-coronavirus-hotspot
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/07/global-report-france-to-ease-lockdown-as-russia-becomes-coronavirus-hotspot
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/07/global-report-france-to-ease-lockdown-as-russia-becomes-coronavirus-hotspot
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/coronavirus-pandemic-05-07-20-intl/index.html
https://www.bbc.com/sport/football/52576780
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/brazil-minister-floats-idea-coronavirus-lockdown-live-updates-200506233629569.html


Countries Not Opening

Moscow Extends Restriction
Moscow has extended coronavirus restrictions 
until the end of the month amid a steeply 
increasing infection rate.

Lockdown Extended in Scotland
Scotland has decided to extend its lockdown 
measures for another three weeks. 

Nepal and India
Both countries have extended coronavirus 
lockdown, Nepal until May 18th, and India 
until May 17th. However, even with the 
extended lockdown, India has begun to ease 
some of its measures. 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2020/05/07/coronavirus-in-russia-the-latest-news-may-7-a69117
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-52574427
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-52574427
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/world/covid-19-pandemic-nepal-extends-lockdown-till-may-18-81177
https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2020/05/04/india-lockdown-extended-restrictions-zones-lon-orig-mrg.cnn
https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2020/05/04/india-lockdown-extended-restrictions-zones-lon-orig-mrg.cnn


Future International Travel

Europe’s First Travel Bubble
Three countries, Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia 
are the first European countries to create a 
“travel bubble”, allowing all residents to move 
freely throughout all three states.

Travel Bubble in Greece, Cyprus, and Israel
Greece, Cyprus and Israel are considering starting 
a travel bubble between them in order to attract 
tourists that are not willing to travel long 
distances in the coming summer months. 

Health Passports
EU tourism ministers have discussed 
implementing health passports, which would 
show the health status of an individual and allow 
them to travel freely across the borders. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/news/lithuania-estonia-latvia-travel-bubble/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/news/lithuania-estonia-latvia-travel-bubble/
https://www.voanews.com/covid-19-pandemic/greece-cyprus-israel-move-set-corona-corridor-travel
https://www.voanews.com/covid-19-pandemic/greece-cyprus-israel-move-set-corona-corridor-travel
https://www.outlookindia.com/outlooktraveller/travelnews/story/70233/how-travel-is-likely-to-shape-up-post-the-coronavirus-pandemic


COVID-19 Treatment Updates

Japan Approves Remdesivir 
In a U.S. study, the drug remdesivir showed 
promise in treating severe coronavirus infections. 
Japan has approved the drug for the treatment of 
patients, making it the first country to fully 
authorize it for use.

Phase 2 Vaccine
A COVID-19 vaccine created by Moderna and 
cleared by the FDA has begun phase 2 of the trial 
with 600 patients, and plans for phase 3 as early 
as this summer.

Blood Thinners
A new study has found that blood thinners 
potentially help in the treating of patients with 
severe infections. 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-japan-remdesivir/japan-approves-gilead-sciences-remdesivir-as-covid-19-drug-idUSKBN22J1UZ
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/07/fda-approves-moderna-vaccine-candidate-for-phase-2-study.html
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3083330/blood-thinners-may-help-sickest-covid-19-patients-survive-us
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3083330/blood-thinners-may-help-sickest-covid-19-patients-survive-us


This information is current as of May 7th, 2020. Further 
updates will be sent in future briefings. 
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