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“Geo-Cosmos,” an organic LED globe at the National Museum of 
Emerging Science and Innovation in Tokyo. (Shinichi Higashi/Flickr)
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T
he EastWest Institute strives 
to build trust and facilitate 
solutions to some of the 
greatest challenges of our 

times. As a global institution, we 
represent both developed and 
emerging economies. Our action-
oriented approach achieves results 
in ways not generally available to a 
more traditional think tank. Both the 
public and private sectors value our 
Track 2 and 1.5 work, the insights 
we generate and the compelling 
outcomes we foster.  Many are 
produced by teams drawn from both 
the East and the West.

We are often asked how EWI has 
managed to remain at the cutting 
edge of its field for so long. Many 
people wonder how EWI has 
maintained its special niche in spite 
of the dramatic changes that have 
taken place in the world. The answer 
lies in the “EWI Process” — our 
well-established way of framing an 
issue and then approaching and 
engaging the key personalities to 
work with us toward an equitable 
solution. Also crucial is our proven 
ability to mobilize our much-
admired volunteer network of 
exceptional women and men around 
the world. An important element of 
leadership is the ability to inspire 
the confidence to take risks and go 
where others have not gone, a key 
feature of the EWI culture.  

Few thought it possible that the 
Chinese and American cybersecurity 
experts assembled by EWI could 
work together and produce a quality 
report, but minds were changed 
when we released Fighting Spam 
to Build Trust, the first such joint 
cybersecurity report on a key issue. 
The report is now quoted worldwide 
by industry associations, businesses 
and governments. It is viewed as 
the definitive compilation of best 
practices for one of the core, albeit 
basic, problems in cybersecurity.  

Our Chinese partners in the 
pioneering spam report, the State 
Council Information Office and the 
Internet Society of China, are now 
working with us on a similar project 
on hacking, an extremely sensitive 
and highly topical issue. Again we 
hear a chorus of skeptical voices 
saying that mutual understanding 
and agreement will be impossible to 
reach.

Similarly, when EWI’s Russian 
and American teams of 
experts produced the first joint 
cybersecurity study by Russians and 
Americans for the Munich Security 
Conference last February, there 
was widespread surprise. The ideas 
put forward in their report, Working 
Towards Rules for Governing Cyber 
Conflict: Rendering the Geneva and 
Hague Conventions in Cyberspace, 

“That is the 
power of the EWI 
Process, which is 
rooted not just in 

the techniques 
we apply but 
in the human 
relationships 

we build across 
the globe. 

These are firmly 
anchored by 

EWI’s reputation 
for sensitivity, 
fairness, acute 
listening and 

action.”

Chairmen’s Letter
“Our proven ability to mobilize our much-admired volunteer network of 
exceptional women and men around the world is critical to our success.”
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have been quoted and debated 
from Beijing to Brasilia. 

That is the power of the EWI 
Process, which is rooted not just 
in the techniques we apply but in 
the human relationships we build 
across the globe. These are firmly 
anchored by EWI’s reputation for 
sensitivity, fairness, acute listening 
and action. In cybersecurity today, 
there is an enormous deficit of 
trust and a surge of serious issues 
deserving focused concern. 
International cooperation is not a 
luxury, but an immediate necessity.  

With the generous support of the 
Abu Dhabi leadership, the German 
Foreign Office and numerous 
players in Southwest Asia, EWI’s 
Abu Dhabi Process has earned 
significant praise for its work with 
Afghanistan, Pakistan and their 
neighbors. Whether the focus is on 
the water issues of the Amu Darya 
river basin or political reconciliation, 
EWI is undertaking Track 1.5 
initiatives that are among the most 
sensitive undertaken in its 30-year 
history. By engaging key players 
in the region, we are repeatedly 
surprising others with the steady 
progress we are making. 

Such results are a product of strong 
leadership, and EWI is lucky to 
be led by our founder John Mroz. 

However, John is always the first 
to say that the strength and power 
of EWI’s leadership reflects the 
work of the entire team. At its core 
are our staff and directors, who 
also rely heavily on our extensive 
network.  

Many women and men deserve 
to be mentioned, but we will limit 
ourselves here to two individuals. 
Vice President Greg Austin has 
recently returned to Australia after 
five intense years in Europe, where 
he played a critical role in launching 
EWI’s cybersecurity work and our 
Economic Security Initiative. Greg 
has become EWI’s first professorial 
fellow and is now deeply engaged 
with our work on resilience, water, 
food and energy. 

A more recent arrival is Jim 
Creighton, who we were fortunate 
last fall to attract as EWI’s chief of 
staff. Following our predecessor 
George Russell’s exhortation to 
remember that we are constantly 
moving from “being a good to 
becoming a great institution,” we 
are already benefiting as Jim brings 
his exceptional experience to bear 
in a concerted effort to improve 
planning and teamwork at all levels, 
resulting in measurable impact 
being delivered in a timely and 
focused manner.  

We welcome all our new directors, 
staff, fellows, donors and network 
members who have joined us 
during the past year. We thank 
everyone in the EWI family for their 
loyalty and generosity of time, and 
for their financial and networking 
support. We are proud of what 
was accomplished in 2011. We 
remember what our close friend 
and key EWI leader Kathryn Davis 
recently told John Mroz at her 
105th birthday event: “Now you all 
get out there and keep working. 
We need more solutions for peace.” 
Indeed, that is what we are doing 
in 2012.  We feel secure that the 
institute’s fourth decade will be the 
most important yet for EWI, and we 
hope you will join us in this exciting 
endeavor.

Francis Finlay
Co-Chairman

Ross Perot, Jr.
Co-Chairman

Armen Sarkissian
Vice Chairman

Francis Finlay Ross Perot, Jr. Armen Sarkissian
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H
ow do we measure our 
impact? Each year our 
board of directors approves 
a set of “Impact Goals” for 

the following year. Our directors, 
staff and lead donors measure 
the success of what we have done 
against those goals. At the fall 2010 
directors meeting in Abu Dhabi, the 
Impact Goals were set for 2011: 

1. EWI will precipitate actions 
among the most influential 
world players on security 
challenges: China, Russia and 
the United States.

2. EWI will overcome trust deficits 
through preventive diplomacy, 
with special emphasis on 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, the 
broader Muslim world and 
specific conflict prevention 
initiatives. 

3. EWI will address potential 
disruptions to global security, 
with special emphasis on 
cybersecurity and protecting 
the global digital economy. 

In the international policy world, 
very few institutions measure the 
success of their work by impact 
rather than activity level. Let 
me offer our cybersecurity and 
Afghanistan–Pakistan work as 
examples of what we mean by high-
impact results.

EWI stunned the cybersecurity 
field with publication of the much-
quoted Fighting Spam to Build Trust 
— the first report written jointly on 
a cybersecurity issue by Chinese 
and Americans. It featured two key 
policy recommendations and 46 
best practices. MAAWG (Messaging 
Anti-Abuse Working Group), the 
leading private sector consortium 
on fighting spam, publicly 
welcomed the report’s contents. Its 
chairman, Michael O’Reirdan, said 
it “represented the best available 
list of global best practices and 
will certainly have a huge impact 
around the world.” Policy elites 
from Tokyo to Washington were 
astonished that a quality product 
of practical use was produced by 
business and policy experts from 
the two nations. The surprise 
centered on the widely-held belief 
that one could not produce a high 
value-added product in a field like 
cybersecurity where distrust is so 
high. 

Shortly after that publication 
was released, China sent a 
strong delegation to EWI’s 2nd 
Worldwide Cybersecurity Summit 
in London, which included an 
address by a Chinese policy 
official that represented a first 
in his country’s public global 
discourse on cybersecurity. EWI’s 
subsequent agreement with China’s 

State Council Information Office 
to broaden our cyber agenda 
to include hacking, intellectual 
property, youth protection and 
protection of critical infrastructure 
indicates that this bold experiment 
to have Chinese and American 
experts working together on the 
most difficult cybersecurity issues 
has a future. Indeed, cybersecurity 
remains one of the most bitterly 
divisive issues in that bilateral 
relationship. 

Another difficult relationship in 
the cybersecurity field is between 
Europe, the United States and 
Russia. At the prestigious annual 
Munich Security Conference, EWI 
presented another first, the EWI 
report Working Towards Rules 
for Governing Cyber Conflict: 
Rendering the Geneva and Hague 
Conventions in Cyberspace. 
Again reaction of the policy 
communities was one of surprise 
— that Russian and American top 
experts could agree and advance 
international official discourse and 
policy debate on a critical cyber 
infrastructure protection issue. 
Convenings to study and debate 
the recommendations of this EWI 
report have been held around the 
world — from the International 
Red Cross to Harvard University, 
MIT and countless government 
agencies. Meanwhile, in cooperation 

President’s Report
“The problems we face in today’s world are immense. 
But the good news is that opportunities abound to promote 
meaningful change with high-impact results.”

John Edwin Mroz, President and CEO
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with Moscow State University’s 
Information Security Institute 
and a team of U.S. independent 
experts, EWI produced a much-
discussed joint Russia–U.S. report 
on cybersecurity terminology — the 
Critical Terminology Foundations 
report, which defined 20 key 
terms in English and Russian. Any 
attempts at one day moving toward 
international agreements on the 
norms and rules for governing 
cyber conflict will require agreed-
upon definitions. The report was 
delivered to significant international 
audiences, including the 
International Telecommunications 
Union-U.N. World Summit on the 
Information Society. 

This path-breaking work is made 
possible by EWI’s 30-year record 
of building trust and seeking 
practical solutions to major security 
challenges. To produce these 
practical results, EWI’s center 
in Moscow and our China team 
worked with our cybersecurity 
colleagues led by Chief Technology 
Officer and Distinguished Fellow 
Karl Rauscher. These results are 
also thanks to the global support 

we receive from the public and 
private sector — in particular, 
from our lead partners Microsoft, 
Goldman Sachs and Deloitte, who 
provide generous financial backing. 
With the continued participation 
of leading financial institutions, 
including the U.S. Federal Reserve 
Bank and the U.K. Investment 
Banking Information Security 
SIG, EWI has become an effective 
convener for the global financial 
community around key issues, such 
as protecting undersea digital cable 
infrastructure. 

The International Cable Protection 
Committee (ICPC), a private 
sector consortium in London, 
has committed to lending critical 
support to the implementation of 
four of EWI’s recommendations 
for undersea cables. This has 
triggered an overhaul of its charter 
and membership, incorporating 
those recommendations into its 
priority plan. This close relationship 
with the private sector has been 
critical in EWI’s ability to take on 
tough cybersecurity problems. 
EWI’s purpose as a “think-and-do” 
institution is to promote changes 

“This path-
breaking work is 
made possible 
by EWI’s 30-

year record of 
building trust 
and seeking 

practical 
solutions to 

major security 
challenges.”
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that make us all more secure.
Our Brussels-based team working 
on regional security and preventive 
diplomacy has had an equally 
significant year. The Abu Dhabi 
Process is an EWI-led process with 
a series of high-level, confidential 
convenings in Kabul, Islamabad and 
Abu Dhabi. This Track 1.5 process is 
aimed at building trust and regional 
security, particularly across the 
Afghanistan–Pakistan border. With 
the participation of key figures from 
both countries, those meetings 
produced several widely praised 
proposals. EWI’s Parliamentarians 
Network for Conflict Prevention 
helped organize the first ever 
meetings between Pakistani and 
Afghan women parliamentarians. 
With the aid of their Pakistani 
peers, Afghan parliamentarians will 
now establish a women’s caucus 
for mutual support in the Afghan 
Parliament.

This work has been accomplished 
under the bold leadership of 
Ambassador Guenter Overfeld, 
our vice president loaned from 
the German Foreign Office to lead 
this EWI initiative. The French 
government has provided support 

to EWI to set up a website for 
the Amu Darya Basin Network, 
connecting top experts from the 
five countries that depend on this 
long river in Central Asia for their 
well-being. EWI, working with this 
network, has also developed a 
program for technical cooperation 
that is scheduled to begin in 2012. 
 
Under the leadership of David 
Firestein, our China and Russia 
teams continue to break new 
ground, whether by orchestrating 
the U.S.–China High-Level Political 
Party Leaders Dialogue or in its 
U.S.–Russia working group on 
Afghan drugs. This latter effort is 
leading up to a joint policy paper 
that will, once again, demonstrate 
a new level of bilateral cooperation 
to tackle particularly difficult 
problems.

During 2011, EWI tested its ability 
to be a catalyst for change in 
economic security areas. An 
example was the request of 
the French G-20 presidency for 
EWI’s assistance on the issue of 
water and food resilience in the 
Horn of Africa. Partnering with 
the Rockefeller Foundation, we 

“EWI’s purpose 
as a ‘think and 
do’ institution 
is to promote 
changes that 
make us all 

more secure.”

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE

Fighting Spam 
to Build Trust

2nd Worldwide 
Cybersecurity 
Summit, London

Working 
Towards Rules 
for Governing 
Cyber Conflict: 
Rendering the 
Geneva and Hague 
Conventions in 
Cyberspace

EWI 30th Anniversary 
Dinner, New York

Youth and 
Technology 
Forum on Digital 
Citizenship

Amu Darya Basin 
Network website launch

Critical 
Terminology 
Foundations

President’s
Report
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convened at Bellagio a world-
class gathering of experts from 
the Horn and the Gulf. The result 
was a much-referenced report 
on resilience in that region. Vice 
President Greg Austin led this 
effort, as he has so many other 
critical R&D efforts, including our 
cybersecurity work. Greg returned 
to Australia at year’s end but is 
continuing his leadership role as 
our first EWI professorial fellow.

EWI is able to do this work because 
of our extraordinary staff and 
our dedicated board of directors, 
who give so much of their time, 
wisdom and resources to help 
us move forward. Our leadership 
team is impressive — headed by 
our Co-Chairmen Ross Perot, Jr., 
and Francis Finlay, together with 
Vice Chairman Armen Sarkissian 
and Mark Maletz leading the 
executive committee. Our strong 
supporters and advisers, including 
such remarkable individuals as 
Kathryn Davis, C.H. Tung and 
John Gunn, enable us to deliver 
impactful results. We congratulate 
Ambassador Kanwal Sibal of India, 
who was voted EWI Director of 
the Year by our staff, and staff 

colleagues Dragan Stojanovski in 
Brussels and Piin-Fen Kok in New 
York, who received the President’s 
Award for Excellence. 

Much of the work that EWI 
undertakes will never be put up 
on our website nor written about 
in op-eds or publications. That is 
because of the discreet nature of 
much of what we do. We trust that 
this report honoring the women 
and men who have given so much 
explains much of what we do and 
why it matters. It is an honor to help 
lead EWI into its fourth decade. The 
problems we face in today’s world 
are immense. But the good news 
is that opportunities abound to 
promote meaningful change with 
high-impact results. We are excited 
about what EWI will be able to do in 
the years ahead. We welcome you 
to join our strong global network of 
women and men who work across 
borders to make a difference.

Warmly,

John Edwin Mroz
President and CEO

“Our China 
and Russia 

teams continue 
to break new 

ground, whether 
by orchestrating 

the U.S.–
China High-

Level Political 
Party Leaders 
Dialogue or in 

its U.S.–Russia 
working group 

on Afghan 
drugs.”

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

8th World-
wide Security 
Conference, 
Brussels

New Delhi 
Summit 
Process 
Launch

Building National 
Resilience in the 
Horn of Africa 
and the Arabian 
Peninsula, 
Bellagio

4th U.S.–China 
High-Level 
Political Party 
Leaders Dialogue
Washington, 
D.C., Texas and 
Missouri

U.N. Day 
Nuclear 

Disarmament
Consultation

Economic 
Security 
Initiative 
Launch

First meeting of 
the U.S.–Russia 
Working Group 
on Afghan Nar-
cotrafficking

5th U.S.–China 
High-Level Security 
Dialogue, Beijing

Seeking 
Solutions for 
Afghanistan: 
Third Report on 
the Abu Dhabi 
Process

First-ever visit 
between women 
parliamentarians 
from Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, 
Islamabad

President’s
Report
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Who We Are
“The EastWest Institute is challenging each 
of us to rethink our international security 
priorities in order to get things moving again. 
You know, as we do, that we need specific 
actions, not words. As your slogan so aptly 
puts it, you are a ‘think-and-do tank.’”

Ban Ki-moon, U.N. Secretary-General

W
ith 30 years of history building cooperation across daunting 
political divides, the EastWest Institute continues its 
mission to convene key leaders, forge real solutions and 
provide cutting-edge thought leadership on international 

security issues. Our team works from New York, Brussels, Moscow and 
Washington to break deadlocks and lay the groundwork for a peaceful 
future.

EWI tackles the most challenging problems, including the uncertain 
realm of cybersecurity; the relationship between large powers such as 
the United States, Russia and China; and the complex and changing 
security environment of Afghanistan and Southwest Asia.

We have never been a regular think tank, and much of EWI’s most 
important work — convening unofficial Track 2 and semi-official Track 
1.5 meetings on some of the world’s most pressing security challenges 
— is confidential. These meetings, which take place in capitals and 
countrysides, build relationships and shore up common ground between 
parties with different interests.

EWI also provides the public discourse with an important voice of reason, 
proposing solutions to problems most think are intractable, and arguing 
for the power of cooperation in times of friction. Our experience has 
shown that the hard work of building a better and more secure world 
begins with bringing people together.

Alex Nabaum
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“Compared to the very 
formal, scripted world of 

international negotiations, 
I found the EastWest 
Institute’s talks to be 

amazingly refreshing. You 
can roll up your sleeves, 
show emotion and speak 

very directly. I am a big fan 
of the EastWest Institute; I 
consider it to be a national 

asset.”

James Jones 
Former U.S. national security 
advisor; EWI board member

“The ability to establish trust 
is what made the EastWest 

Institute effective. The 
institute is on the cutting 
edge again with an issue 

such as cybersecurity: this is 
as important to us today as 
the nuclear revolution was a 

half century ago.”

Joseph Nye 
Harvard professor; EWI Presi-

dent’s Advisory Group member

“I marvel at how the 
EastWest Institute is able 

to make a difference, 
consistently. EWI acts as a 
tugboat, frequently called 
upon by governments and 

powerful institutions to 
facilitate communications, 

mobilize resources and help 
find solutions.”

Martti Ahtisaari 
Nobel laureate; former president

of Finland; EWI board memberAlex Nabaum
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Wang Jiarui, minister of the International Department of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of China, accepts a gift from 
Michael S. Rawlings, mayor of Dallas.
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E
WI initiates constructive dialogue among policymakers, business 
leaders and academics to build trust in some of the world’s most 
crucial relationships. Despite promising developments in U.S. 
relations with Russia and China early in 2011, disagreements 

and distrust dominated the agenda for much of the year. The United 
States accused China of attacks in cyberspace, Russia declared an end 
to cooperation with the United States on missile defense, and the U.S. 
Congress considered various pieces of legislation that threatened to  
jeopardize relations with both countries.

The Strategic Trust-Building Initiative (STBI) advanced cooperation 
between the United States and both of these countries. In the crucial 
U.S.–China relationship, STBI built on its first-of-its-kind U.S.–China 
High-Level Political Party Leaders Dialogue. During reciprocal visits, U.S. 
and Chinese leaders gained experience by traveling beyond each other’s 
capitals. Despite tensions in U.S.–Russia relations, STBI helped foster 
bilateral cooperation to fight narcotics trafficking in Afghanistan, among 
other activities.

Global security hinges on trust and successful management of these 
crucial bilateral ties. STBI’s overriding goal is to promote greater levels of 
strategic trust in both of these relationships.

Strategic 
Trust-Building 
Initiative
EWI works across new and old political 
divides to build strategic trust in U.S.–China 
and U.S.–Russia relations.
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The United States and China

A
fter a tumultuous 2010, the 
United States and China 
took concerted steps to get 
their relationship back on 

track in 2011: President Hu Jintao 
made a successful state visit to 
the United States, military ties 
were resumed and senior defense 
officials exchanged visits, and Vice 
President Joe Biden was hosted in 
China by his Chinese counterpart, 
Xi Jinping, the presumptive next 
leader of China. But tensions still 
lurked between the two countries 
over issues such as the South 

China Sea, President Barack 
Obama’s White House meeting with 
the Dalai Lama, the U.S. announce-
ment of new arms sales to Taiwan, 
cybersecurity, human rights and 
trade. The increasing prominence 
of the Asia-Pacific region in U.S.–
China relations and developments 
in South Asia, West Asia and North 
Africa highlighted divergences and 
common interests in these regions.

In EWI’s ongoing work to promote 
strategic trust between the United 
States and China, the U.S.–China 

High-Level Political Party Leaders 
Dialogue has played a central role. 
First launched by EWI in 2010, this 
series of meetings held its third and 
fourth dialogues in 2011 in China 
and the United States. 

The sessions generated lively dis-
cussions on domestic governance 
and foreign policy challenges, 
allowing direct talks between politi-
cal leaders about each country’s 
foreign policy decision making 
processes. 

MAJOR EVENTS 2011
4th U.S.–China 
High-Level Political Party 
Leaders Dialogue
Washington, D.C., Texas 
and Missouri

First meeting 
of the U.S.–Russia 
Working Group 
on Afghan 
Narcotrafficking
Washington

Russia–NATO 
Joint Missile Defense 
Roundtable
Brussels

5th U.S.–China 
High-Level 

Security Dialogue
Beijing

Clockwise from 
top: EWI’s 4th 

U.S.–China High-
Level Political Party 

Leaders Dialogue; 
former Secretary 

of State Madeleine 
Albright greets Li 

Yuanchao, member 
of the Politburo of 

the Communist 
Party of China; EWI 
Co-Chairman Ross 

Perot, Jr., greets 
Minister Wang 

Jiarui.

3rd U.S.–China 
High-Level 
Political Party 
Leaders 
Dialogue
Beijing and
Sichuan

Strategic Trust-Building 
Initiative

Nuclear 
Discussion
Forum
New York
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Strategic Trust-Building 
With Russia

EWI’s Brussels 
office hosts an 
off-the-record 
roundtable on 
ballistic missile 
defense with 
leading officials 
from NATO, 
Russia and the 
United States.

I
n 2011, after successful ratifica-
tion of the New Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty (New START) 
by both Russia and the United 

States, the “reset” in their rela-
tions was challenged by serious 
disagreements on ballistic mis-
sile defense (BMD) in Europe and 
growing tensions between Russia 
and the West over Libya, Syria 
and Iran. EWI strived to mend this 
widening strategic rift while at the 
same time fostering cooperation 
in the areas most promising for 
building trust, such as countering 
Afghan narcotrafficking and pro-
moting cooperation in cyberspace.

Anticipating that BMD concerns 
would continue to be a stumbling 
block for Russia and the West, the 
Russia program sought to keep 
dialogue going on the issue. 

We used our convening power to 
gather technical experts to weigh 
the feasibility of competing visions 
of cooperative missile defense 
in a discussion in Brussels and 
then in a larger forum, the Asan 

Plenum 2011. At this conference, 
EWI worked with the Russian 
Committee of Scientists for Global 
Security and Arms Control to 
promote common U.S.–Russian 
understanding of the intimate rela-
tionship between progress toward 
global zero and finding cooperative 
solutions in the development of 
strategic BMD capabilities. 

We opened a new window of 
opportunity in the U.S.–Russia 
and international policy debate 
on critical Internet infrastructure 
protection by publishing a pioneer-
ing report on Working Towards 
Rules for Governing Cyber Conflict: 
Rendering the Geneva and Hague 
Conventions in Cyberspace. This 
was a joint effort by a bilateral 
U.S.–Russian expert team and was   
presented at the Munich Security 
Conference, gaining the attention 
of top global leaders. In parallel, in 
cooperation with Moscow State 
University’s Information Security 
Institute, EWI expanded its joint 
work on harmonizing international 
cybersecurity terminology. 

Milestones in 
U.S.–China dialogUe

> The delegations traveled beyond 
Beijing and Washington, to Sichuan, 
Texas and Missouri, thus shaping the 
perceptions of political elites from both 
countries toward economic, social and 
political developments outside the two 
capitals.

> The Chinese delegation met for the first 
time with the top leader of a major U.S. 
political party, Republican national Com-
mittee Chairman Reince Priebus.

> The dialogues strengthened engage-
ment between Communist Party officials 
and U.S. members of Congress from 
both sides of the aisle, including meet-
ings on both sides of Capitol hill.

> The fourth dialogue facilitated the first-
ever visit by a Chinese ministerial delega-
tion to the Federal Reserve Bank of dallas 
and the most senior Chinese delegation 
to visit any Federal Reserve Bank; at the 
bank, the Chinese visitors were briefed 
on the U.S. economy.

Strategic Trust-Building 
Initiative
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Fighting Afghan Narcotrafficking 

O
ne area where the U.S. and 
Russian governments share a 
significant common interest 
is narcotics cultivation and 

trafficking in and from Afghanistan. The 
heroin trade complicates efforts to build 
stability in Afghanistan and fuels social 
problems stemming from widespread 
drug use in Russia, where much of the 
Afghan harvest ends up. EWI identified 
this common interest as fertile ground 
for U.S.–Russia collaboration, and 2011 
saw high-level exchanges and joint 
strategy formulation.

For Russia, narcotrafficking is very 
much a matter of human security. It 
has been estimated that upwards of 
30,000 Russians die annually from 
illegal narcotics use. Narcotics from 
Afghanistan was already a core agenda 
item at the July 2009 launch of the 
U.S.–Russia Bilateral Presidential 
Commission (BPC). In November, the 
Counternarcotics Working Group of the 
BPC met for the fifth time. In advance of 

the meeting, EWI assisted the Chicago 
Tribune in producing and publishing 
an infographic on Afghanistan’s heroin 
pipeline (see below). EWI’s U.S. and 
Russia programs provided insights into 
the key supply and demand issues and 
supplied extensive data about produc-
tion, routes and demand. 

EWI also arranged an exclusive inter-
view for the Tribune with Viktor Ivanov, 
head of the Russian Federal Drug 
Control Service (FSKN) and co-chair 
of the BPC’s Counternarcotics Work-
ing Group. “Our group and I personally 
are engaged in extensive cooperation 
with leading U.S. think tanks, especially 
the EastWest Institute,” Ivanov told the 
Tribune.

EWI then co-hosted Ivanov for a 
seminar in Washington. Ivanov and 
participants at the seminar, held at and 
co-sponsored by the Center for Stra-
tegic and International Studies (CSIS), 
discussed the global drug trade and the 

key role of poppy production in Afghani-
stan. The audience consisted of rep-
resentatives of numerous U.S. federal 
agencies, uniformed and civilian military 
officials, civil society, industry and the 
diplomatic community. Ivanov argued 
that the global drug trade is closely tied 
to the world financial system, where 
drug money represents at least half of 
global criminal flows. 

EWI has developed a close working 
relationship with the FSKN as part 
of its U.S.–Russia Working Group on 
Afghan Narcotrafficking. EWI will be well 
positioned to inform key policymakers 
in both the United States and Russia 
when its working group circulates its 
joint threat assessment on the Afghan 
narcotics threat in 2012. The joint threat 
assessment will be followed by a joint 
policy assessment in which concrete 
recommendations will be offered on 
how to effectively stem the flow of nar-
cotics from Afghanistan.
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World heroin production, 2009

The supply
Providing nearly 90 percent of the world’s 
poppy crop, Afghanistan is by far the largest 
source of opium and heroin. An overall rise in 
poppy cultivation since the 1990s can be 
attributed in some part to the U.S.-led invasion 
of the country in 2001 and the removal of the 
Taliban regime, which, in 2000, placed a ban 
on growing the plants. Although cultivation 
levels nationwide are nearly the same as in 
2005, a look at regional production reveals a 
slight geographic shift from north to south.

The demand
Heroin and opium depart Afghanistan for their destined markets through three major gateways. From these areas, the drugs are smuggled to countries around the 
world via land and, increasingly, by plane and ship.  Along the way, the drugs pass through some of the world’s highest per capita opiate-consuming nations.

Russia: Big market 
to the north
According to the United 
Nations, Russia is home to 
nearly 1.7 million opiate 
users. The vast majority of 
them are heroin addicts, but 
that figure could be higher, 
according to some estimates. 

Health costs
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Helmand province: 
26,500 hectares

Production in the 
northern provinces was 
cut because of increased 
law enforcement and 
counternarcotics efforts.
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Pakistan
Most heroin enters from Afghanistan’s 
Kandahar and Helmand provinces, 
where a lack of law enforcement and a 
relatively strong Taliban presence 
facilitate smuggling. The bulk is 
moved through Lahore, Karachi and 
other coastal cities, where it is 
forwarded to Europe, Southeast Asia 
and, increasingly, Africa, where 
relatively weak law enforcement is 
advantageous to smugglers.

Iran
Heroin enters mainly from the 
Afghan border but also from 
Pakistan. The drug is then moved 
to the coast, through Iraq, across 
the border to Azerbaijan, and 
primarily through Turkey and on 
to Europe through a channel 
known as the “Balkan Route.” 
Lax visa requirements along the 
way make this a favored route 
among  traffickers.

“Northern Route”
Heroin flows across Afghanistan’s 
porous northern border into 
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, then 
ultimately to Kazakhstan. In 
2009, 83 percent of the heroin 
entering Afghanistan’s northern 
neighbor countries was trafficked 
onward to Russia, where the 
majority of it was consumed. The 
rest was trafficked onward to 
Eastern Europe.

95.2% 73.5*
Percentage of 
Russian drug 
users receiving 
treatment who 
were treated for 
opiates in 2009.

Drug-
related 
deaths per  
1 million 
Russians 
age 15-64.

The primary end product of poppy production is heroin, of which Afghanistan is by far the world’s leading provider. 

Afghanistan: 380 (83%) India: 15 (3%)Mexico: 40 (9%) Myanmar: 25 (5%)

BY MAX RUST AND PHIL GEIB

Afghanistan’s heroin pipeline
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Helmand province: 
65,045 hectares

Most production 
occurs in the 
southern 
provinces, 
where a lack of 
security prevents 
enforcement.

*One of the highest per-capita rates 
among reporting countries. The U.S. 
rate is higher, at more than 100 deaths.

  
   Amid 10 years of war, Afghanistan has become the world’s primary supplier of opium 
poppy, the plant used to make heroin.
   The nation’s leading cash crop is responsible for billions of dollars in societal costs 
there and elsewhere, affecting areas such as health care and law enforcement.                  

No country understands this more than Russia, home to one of the world’s largest heroin 
addict populations and a partner, with the U.S., in stemming the flow of heroin.
   As the U.S.-Russia Bilateral Presidential Commission Counternarcotics Working 
Group meets this week in Chicago, Tribune Newspapers, with assistance from the New 
York-based EastWest Institute, examines the topic of Afghan heroin and its global reach. 

SOURCES: U.N. 
Office on Drugs and 
Crime, EastWest 
Institute, “War and 
Drugs in 
Afghanistan,” by 
Vanda Felbab-Brown 
in World Politics 
Review, 
Congressional 
Research Service TRIBUNE NEWSPAPERS

NOTE: One other minor producer, Colombia, is not included in the chart.

In tons

Afghan.
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Strategic Trust-Building 
Initiative
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U.S. Global Engagement 

T
he U.S. Global Engagement 
Program continued its suc-
cessful efforts to engage 
policymakers and opinion 

leaders on key foreign policy issues. 
A major focus of our 2011 work 
continued to be the U.S.–Russia 
relationship. Whereas much atten-
tion had been given to the security 
aspects of the relationship, the 
signing of the New START Treaty 
also meant that the focus of the 
Obama administration’s U.S.–Rus-
sia “reset” shifted to economic ties.

Much of our programming in 2011 
was driven by Russia’s progress 
(and ultimate success) in its 
lengthy application to the World 
Trade Organization and the rami-
fications for U.S. economic and 

trade policy, as well as the internal 
debates in the United States about 
how to react to Russia’s growing 
protest movements.  

EWI’s efforts on the U.S.–Russia 
economic relationship, especially 
the crucial issue of permanent 
normal trade relations with Russia, 
have been encouraged by high-
ranking officials in both Moscow 
and Washington. We informally 
surveyed members of Congress on 
their views of both Russia’s gradu-
ation from the Jackson-Vanik trade 
restrictions and the Magnitsky bills 
on human rights in Russia. Many 
members of Congress initially had 
no firm position on the Jackson-
Vanik issue, but the contours of the 
debate are becoming much clearer, 

and it is likely that Russia’s gradu-
ation from Jackson-Vanik will only 
be considered as part of a larger 
discussion about its human rights 
practices.

Another joint challenge in the 
U.S.–Russia relationship that EWI is 
tackling is narcotrafficking from Af-
ghanistan (see left). Beyond the key 
strategic bilateral relationships with 
Russia and China, in 2011 EWI’s U.S. 
program worked closely with First 
Committee experts in the United 
Nations on core nuclear nonprolif-
eration and disarmament issues.

We remain grateful for the support 
of the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York and the support of Donald M. 
Kendall and Bim Kendall.

MAJOR REPORTS 2011
Two major reports came out as a result of U.S.–Russia and 
U.S.–China bilateral work: Working Towards Rules for Governing 
Cyber Conflict: Rendering the Geneva and Hague Conventions 
in Cyberspace and Fighting Spam to Build Trust. A third, 
Building Momentum for a World Free of Nuclear Weapons 
presents the main points from EWI’s Nuclear Discussion Forum.

A member of 
the Internation-
al Security As-
sistance Force 
in an Afghan 
poppy field. 
(reporters.be)

Strategic Trust-Building 
Initiative



18

Economic Security
Initiative
As a direct response to the wave of economic 
uncertainty sweeping the globe, the EastWest Institute 
launched its Economic Security Initiative. 

T
he EastWest Institute launched 
the Economic Security Initiative 
(ESI) at the fall 2011 board 
meeting in Washington. The 

new initiative leverages EWI’s 30 
years of experience in convening 
Track 2 meetings focused on breaking 
deadlocks in security policy across 
international political divides.  

ESI was launched to address the 
increasing share of threats to 
international security that emanate 
from the economic realm, rather than 
from traditional military competition. 
ESI’s initial areas of focus include: 
increasing resilience and response 
capabilities in regions threatened 
by water, food and energy scarcity; 
ensuring the security of the digital 
economy; and working with global 
investors to address dilemmas of 
growth and sustainability.

On Oct. 31, 2011, Earth’s population 
passed 7 billion. In 1960, Earth’s 
population stood at 3 billion. Resource 
scarcity and humanity’s dependence 
on a stable economy have risen apace 
with the world population. To meet 
the attendant challenges, the global 
policy community needs to develop 
well-coordinated policies — and EWI is 
intent on serving as a catalyst in that 
process.  

“This institute 
is distinguished 
by its effective 
multinational 

dialogue work as 
well as its success 

in integrating 
business in the 

public policy 
debate.”

Condoleezza Rice 
Former U.S. secretary 

of state
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Nick White
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Protecting the Digital Economy

E
WI’s 2nd Worldwide Cybersecurity Summit, held 
in London June 1–2, 2011, convened more than 
450 government, industry and technical leaders 
from 43 countries. Building on the success of the 

first summit in Dallas in 2010, the leaders continued 

EWI’s unprecedented work of identifying underlying 
international security challenges related to distrust 
in cyberspace and the digital economy. EWI engages 
political actors and technical innovators to develop and 
champion policies that can shore up security online.

Top: The opening 
plenary session of 

EWI’s 2nd World-
wide Cyberse-

curity Summit in 
London. Bottom, 
left to right: Chi-

nese Ambassador 
to the U.K. Liu 

Xiaoming; Chair-
man of BT Group 

plc Sir Michael 
Rake; Indian 

Secretary of the 
Departments of 

Information Tech-
nology & Com-
munication  R. 

Chandrashekhar; 
CEO of InfoWatch 

and Chair of 
Kaspersky Lab 

Natalya Kasper-
sky; Former 

U.S. Secretary 
of Homeland 
Security and 

Co-Founder of 
Chertoff Group 

Michael Chertoff.

International Cooperation 
to Fight Spam

The first breakthrough in China–U.S. 
cooperation on cybersecurity, the Fighting 
Spam to Build Trust report presents two 
consensus recommendations and 46 best 
practices to fight spam and botnets, which 
make up over 90 percent of all e-mail and 
are often the vehicle of malicious code.  
The fruit of bilateral U.S.–China Track 2 
meetings, its recommendations went 
directly into implementation.

Undersea 
Cables 
at Risk

International Priority 
Communications

Cyber Conflict Policy and 
International Conventions

EWI has established Track 2 bilateral pro-
cesses with experts from the United States, 

Russia and other key countries to develop 
“rules of the road” for cyber conflict. A result-

ing report was introduced at the first ever 
cybersecurity session of the Munich Security 
Conference. The report made recommenda-
tions on how to maintain Geneva Convention 

principles in cyberspace. EWI also worked 
with Russian and U.S. experts to present 

Critical Terminology Foundations to create 
a common vocabulary for cybersecurity 

discussions in different languages. This work 
has now advanced to a multilateral effort 

that includes Chinese, European and Indian 
representatives.

Measuring the 
Cybersecurity Problem

ICT Development & 
Supply Chain Integrity

Emergency 
Preparedness for 
the International 

Financial 
Services Sector

Collective Action 
to Improve Global 

Internet Health

LONDON 2011 
BREAKTHROUGH GROUPS

Economic Security
Initiative
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Seminars 
in India

E
WI and FICCI co-hosted 
a seminar in April 2011 
titled “India and the 
United States: Pathways 

to International Collaboration 
on Cybersecurity” in New Delhi. 
Senior private sector and gov-
ernment representatives em-
phasized the need for India to 
intensify its focus on cyberse-
curity issues — and to promote 
more international cooperation. 
Speakers included Latha Reddy, 
the deputy national security 
advisor of India, and Secretary 
R. Chandrashekhar of the De-
partments of Communications 
& Information Technology. EWI’s 
cybersecurity work in India 
continues to expand in advance 
of the 3rd Worldwide Cyberse-
curity Summit in October 2012.

Left to right: 
EWI President 
and CEO John 
Mroz; EWI 
Co-Chairman 
Ross Perot, Jr.; 
Indian Minister of 
Communications 
& Information 
Technology Kapil 
Sibal; President 
of NASSCOM 
Som Mittal.

Economic Security 
Initiative

I
n November, EWI and its Indian partners — the 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FICCI), the National Association of Soft-
ware and Service Companies (NASSCOM) and the 

Data Security Council of India (DSCI) — launched the 
New Delhi Summit Process and announced that the 
3rd Worldwide Cybersecurity Summit will be held in 
New Delhi in October 2012. Minister of Communica-
tions & Information Technology Kapil Sibal will chair an 
India Committee of prominent government and private 

sector leaders participating in the summit and the New 
Delhi Summit Process. The process convenes teams 
of top global experts from India and around the world 
to work on three topics: ICT Development and Supply 
Chain Integrity; Agreements, Standards, Policies and 
Regulations for Globally Distributed Processing and 
Data Storage; and Payload Security. EWI’s work on cy-
bersecurity in India began in 2010 with a meeting with 
National Security Advisor Shiv Shankar Menon.

Launching the New Delhi 
Summit Process

Neil Webb
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I
n November, EWI held its 12th meet-
ing on the security of global digital 
transmissions through vital under-
sea cables. Hosted in New York by 

Goldman Sachs, the meeting reviewed 
key recommendations from the ongo-
ing Reliability of Global Undersea 
Communications Cable Infrastructure 
(ROGUCCI) process and emphasized 
the financial services industry’s need 
for reliability in network operations.

EWI Chief Technology Officer and 
Distinguished Fellow Karl Rauscher 
presented recommendations from 
the 2010 ROGUCCI report, developed 
jointly by EWI and IEEE, the communi-
cations industry’s leading publisher of 
peer-reviewed literature. 

Participants made commitments to 
implement key recommendations that 
will enhance the reliability of the fabric 
of cables that underpins cyberspace.   

Goldman Sachs Executive Vice Presi-
dent, Chief of Staff and Secretary to 
the Board John Rogers, who recently 
joined the EWI board, welcomed the 
meeting.

“I accepted the honor to join the 
leadership of the EastWest Institute, 
because it is always facilitating action, 
not just thinking and publishing,” Rog-
ers said. “EWI is an unusual organiza-
tion that does not seek credit for what 
it does but exists to effect change 
by turning dialogue into meaningful 
results.”

With the vast majority of international 
Internet traffic traveling through un-
dersea cables, the importance of con-
tinued service and low latency (transit 
time for information) is clear for both 
public and private organizations.

The implementation of ROGUCCI 
recommendations is an example of 
a key objective of the EWI Worldwide 
Cybersecurity Initiative: unleashing 
private sector leadership in global 
cybersecurity policy. 

The participation of the financial ser-
vices industry in this process under-
lines the importance of understanding 
the risk associated with reliance on 
electronic communication.

Protecting Undersea 
Cable Infrastructure

HIGHLIGHTS

A diver 
repairs an 
undersea 
communications cable. 
(J. Messersmith)

Economic Security
Initiative

Tackling 
Cyber Crime

E
WI’s Cyber Crime Working Group examines 
existing and potential legal measures to 
combat cyber crime. The group consists 
of experts from Norway, India, Russia, the 

United Kingdom, the United States, France, Swit-
zerland, Sri Lanka, Italy and Belgium. 

They work toward a set of recommendations for 
harmonized legal frameworks to fight cyber crime 
through increased international cooperation. At 
their February 2011 meeting, participants agreed 
that regional approaches incorporating govern-
ment and private sector actors will be a precursor 
to successful global policy.

Alex Nabaum
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Advising the Congressional 
Cybersecurity Caucus

I
n July 2011 EWI experts ap-
peared on Capitol Hill before 
leaders of the Congressional 
Cybersecurity Caucus and 

staff from the Defense Depart-
ment, the State Department 
and other national security 
officials. EWI provided advice 
on how countries can work 
together to protect cyberspace. 
U.S. policy on cyberspace is a 
work in progress, and EWI uses 
its expertise and experience to 
advise national leaders as they 
consider diverse legislation and 
policy proposals.

Left to right: 
Caucus Co-
Chairmen 
Rep. James R. 
Langevin (D-R.I.) 
and Rep. Michael 
McCaul (R-
Texas); President 
of Hathaway 
Global Strategies 
Melissa Hatha-
way; John Mroz, 
and Chairman 
of the Deloitte 
Center for Cyber 
Innovation Gen. 
Harry Raduege, 
Jr.

“Over a hundred 
nations have 

cyber capabilities. 
Whether it’s 

attacks by hackers 
or whether it’s 
espionage or 
whether it’s a 

broader-based, 
state-sponsored 
weaponization — 
there are many 

involved in this. This 
is why many have 
to participate in 

the conversation to 
address and ensure 

that it doesn’t 
escalate.”

Melissa Hathaway
President, Hathaway Global 
Strategies, LLC; EWI board 

member

Economic Security 
Initiative

Cyber40

E
WI’s Cyber40 entered its second year in 2011. The Cyber40 helps 
senior diplomats from the most critical powers in cyberspace com-
municate in frank and constructive ways with U.S. officials, mem-
bers of Congress and private sector leaders on cybersecurity issues. 

The forum is deliberately low-profile and only engages ambassador- and 
deputy chief of mission-level officials of the Cyber40 nations based in 
Washington. In 2011, events were held at the Kazakh and Swiss embassies 
on subjects including “rules of the road” in cyber conflict and new legal 
mechanisms to enhance international cooperation in cyberspace.

EWI Vice Chairman Armen Sarkissian at the 2nd Worldwide Cybersecurity Summit in London.
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MAJOR EVENTS 2011
12th
ROGUCCI
Process
Meeting
New York

National 
Resilience 

in the Horn 
of Africa and 

the Arabian 
Peninsula

Bellagio

2nd 
Worldwide
Cybersecurity 
Summit
London

India and the 
United States: 
Pathways to 
International 
Collaboration on 
Cybersecurity
New Delhi

8th 
Worldwide
Security 
Conference
Brussels

O
ne of the Economic Security Initiative’s first original proj-
ects focused on the resilience of societies in the Horn of Af-
rica and the Arabian Peninsula. As defined by EWI’s partner 
in this project, the Rockefeller Foundation, resilience refers 

to a community’s ability to withstand a crisis in climate, water sup-
ply or other macro problems that disturb entire systems.

To understand the challenges and begin to move toward solutions, 
EWI convened a five-day retreat at the Bellagio Study and Confer-
ence Center on the shores of Lake Como, Italy, on Oct. 17–21, 2011. 
The retreat brought together about 20 specialists and officials from 
the region and members of the EWI team.

Other consultations in Brussels and Washington involved some 40 
recognized global and regional policy leaders, high-level private sec-
tor actors and world-renowned research specialists.

Focusing on the Horn of Africa and the Arabian Peninsula, the Bel-
lagio retreat aimed to identify proposals for two innovative action 
plans: an international action plan for the G-20 to help improve the 
resilience of developing countries in the face of water or food scar-
city, resource pressures or extreme environmental conditions; and a 
regional action plan for new capital investment in resilience oriented 
to private and public lenders and donors.

This work emphasizes the importance of a water-food-energy nexus 
in sustaining economies and communities worldwide, and lessons 
learned in this case study will be extended to other regions in the 
future.

National Resilience 
in the Horn of Africa 
and the Arabian 
Peninsula

Economic
Security
Initiative

Launch
Washington

Economic Security
Initiative

ROGUCCI Seminars:
Beijing, Brussels, Hong 
Kong, Honolulu, London, 
Moscow, New Delhi, New 
York and Washington. 

MAJOR 
REPORTS 
2011 Next to the three 

breakthrough 
reports coming 
from bilateral work 
with China and 
Russia, two reports 
resulted from our 
Worldwide Cyber-
security Summit 
series: Protecting 
the Digital Economy, 
from Dallas 2010 
and Mobilizing for 
International Action 
from London 2011.
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Worldwide Security Conference

S
ince 2003, EWI’s Worldwide 
Security Conference has 
been a platform for refram-
ing policies on international 

security challenges and mobiliz-
ing experts from government, the 
private sector, NGOs and academia 
to build cooperative approaches to 
meeting those challenges.

The 8th Worldwide Security Confer-
ence (WSC8) held in Brussels in 
October addressed new issues and 
reflected EWI’s new emphasis on 
the security of the economic sys-
tems that sustain our societies. 

“Our discussions about internation-
al security this year are a lot less 
about militaries and terrorism and a 
lot more about economic security,” 
EWI President and CEO John Mroz 
said at WSC8.

Speakers emphasized that policy-
makers are only beginning to ad-
dress these problems in a reactive 
rather than proactive way. “It looks 
like we’re running a global reaction 
policy,” said EWI Vice Chairman 
Armen Sarkissian. Yuri Pavlenko of 
the Russian Academy of Sciences 
emphasized the need for sustain-
able economic development. 
Because of rising energy prices, 
Russia has “economic growth 
without economic development,” 
Pavlenko said.
 
A major focus of WSC8 was EWI’s 
ongoing work on cybersecurity, 
including the important task of 
developing a common language to 
discuss policy issues with Russia 
and other countries.

For the eighth year, EWI partnered 
with the World Customs Organiza-

tion, the European Parliament, 
through MP Justas Paleckis, and 
the Chair of the G-8, this year 
France. WSC8 also had media part-
nerships with the Financial Times 
and New Europe. 

After regular meetings since Febru-
ary 2011, a group of 20 experts con-
vened by EWI presented the draft of 
a strategy paper Bridging the Fault 
Lines: Collective Security in South-
west Asia at WSC8, resulting in a 
report that proposed new measures 
for regional economic and security 
integration in the region.

“With the world population growing 
from 6 to 9 billion by 2050, sustain-
ability becomes one of the major 
global security issues,” Mroz said. 
“Only a form of East–West, public–
private partnership can address it.”

Participants at 
the EWI’s 8th 
Worldwide Secu-
rity Conference in 
Brussels, clock-
wise from top: 
Russia’s Col. Gen. 
(ret) Vladislav 
Sherstyuk; 
former Turkish 
Minister of For-
eign Affairs Yasar 
Yakis; Senior 
Director of Global 
Security Strategy 
for Microsoft Paul 
Nicholas; Direc-
tor General of 
Global Affairs, 
Development and 
Partnerships for 
the French Min-
istry of Foreign 
Affairs Christian 
Masset.

Economic Security 
Initiative
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An Afghan woman walks toward a market in the old city of Kabul. (reporters.be)
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G
lobal economics and security are more integrated than ever, 
but every country’s fate is still tremendously influenced by its 
neighborhood. In Southwest Asia and the Middle East, peace 
and human security are challenged in many ways. 

In the tradition of EWI’s work during and after the end of the Cold War, 
when its Prague-based center stepped in to fill a cooperation gap in 
the post-communist states by encouraging cross-border activities, 
the Regional Security Initiative today is trying to address similar 
challenges in Southwest Asia by building trust to achieve greater 
stability and cooperation.

Under the auspices of the confidential meetings of the Abu Dhabi 
Process, EWI is bringing together senior politicians and decision 
makers from Afghanistan and Pakistan. In that same relationship, 
EWI convenes parliamentarians from those two countries to build 
cooperation and exchange. EWI also works to advance cooperation 
on trans-boundary water issues in Central Asia and builds dialogue on 
Iran’s place in the world.

Regional
Security
Initiative
EWI’s regional security work focuses on 
Southwest Asia, with an emphasis on 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, whose complicated 
relationship has wide implications for global 
security. Through confidential dialogues, EWI 
is working to build person-to-person trust and 
contribute to stability in the region.
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Seeking Solutions 
for Afghanistan

S
ince 2009, EWI has facili-
tated confidential, Track 1.5 
meetings between Pakistani 
and Afghan leaders. Spon-

sored by the Abu Dhabi government, 
and endorsed by the governments 
of Afghanistan and Pakistan, these 
meetings aim to build bilateral trust 
and contribute to security solutions 
for the region. 

In past meetings, held in Abu Dhabi, 
Kabul and Islamabad, participants 
made an early call to promote recon-
ciliation with the Taliban and support 
the Afghan High Peace Council. In 
May 2011, the Abu Dhabi Process 
gathered Pakistani representatives 
from the Islamic Party and the senior 
leadership of the High Peace Council, 
including former Afghan President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani, who was as-
sassinated later in the year.

Held in the United Arab Emirates, 
the third Abu Dhabi Process meeting 

was chaired by EWI’s Ambassador 
Guenter Overfeld and Ambassador 
Said al Shamsi, the U.A.E.’s special 
envoy to Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

The meeting, held under the Cha-
tham House Rule, focused on reach-
ing out to Islamist groups in Pakistan 
for further engagement and resulted 
in proposals for a roadmap to a peace 
process. Participants discussed 
advancing talks with the Taliban 
by taking steps including releasing 
prisoners from the U.S. facility at 
Guantanamo Bay, delisting Taliban 
names from a U.N. sanctions list, and 
dropping Mullah Omar and Pakistan-
based Afghan Sirajuddin Haqqani 
from a U.S. blacklist.

This unique process allows Afghan 
and Pakistani leaders to build com-
mon ground for the cooperation 
necessary to stabilize the region — 
and, in particular, the two countries’ 
volatile border areas. 

Clockwise from 
left: former 

Afghan President 
Burhanuddin Rab-

bani (reporters.
be);  Pakistani 

Parliamentarian 
Maulana Fazal-ur-

Rahman, U.A.E. 
Ambassador 

Saeed Al Shamsi 
and EWI Vice Pres-
ident Ambassador 
Guenter Overfeld; 

Sherry Rehman,  
Pakistan’s 

Ambassador to 
the United States;  

Afghan and Paki-
stani lawmakers at 
the 4th Abu Dhabi 
Process meeting.

Regional Security
Initiative
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Parliamentarians 
Working Together
for Regional Security

I
n 2011, EWI’s Parliamentar-
ians Network for Conflict 
Prevention brought together 
Afghan and Pakistani mem-

bers of parliament to address 
the trust deficit between their 
two countries. 

EWI also engages parliamen-
tarians through the Abu Dhabi 
Process. At a September 
2011 meeting in Islamabad, 
Afghans and Pakistanis ad-
vanced direct dialogue. 

“This is my first time in 
Pakistan. I realize how much 
in common we have with our 
fellow Pakistani counterparts,” 
said one Afghan MP. “As 
representatives of the people 
of both countries, we parlia-

mentarians have the responsi-
bility to work together toward 
better understanding of our 
common challenges.” Those 
challenges include narcotics 
trafficking, reconciliation and 
confrontation with the Taliban 
in both countries, and eco-
nomic development, on top of 
challenges posed by ongoing 
violence in many parts of the 
region. 

At the Islamabad meeting, 
parliamentarians called for a 
bilateral jirga — an assembly 
of elders — and similar as-
semblies in border regions. 
They also decided to activate 
the Afghan–Pakistani Parlia-
mentary Friendship Group to 
expand bilateral cooperation.

T
he Parliamentar-
ians Network for 
Conflict Prevention, 
founded in 2008, 

includes 180 members 
from 58 countries. These 
members work together to 
advance conflict prevention 
measures in legislatures 
worldwide. Parliamentarians 
are uniquely situated to hold 
governments accountable 
in their commitments to 
prevent conflict, influence 
legislation and increase re-
sources for conflict preven-
tion. EWI has long engaged 
parliamentarians around 
the world, but this network 
focuses on inter-parliamen-
tary dialogue as a means to 
build trust and confidence.

Women for Peace 
and Security

W
omen played an 
important role in 
EWI-sponsored 
parliament-level 

dialogue between Afghani-
stan and Pakistan. For the 
second year in a row, EWI 
convened a meeting of 
women parliamentarians 
from the two countries. In 
2010, the two sides met at 
the European Parliament in 
Brussels. In June 2011, EWI 
facilitated the first-ever visit 
by a delegation of Afghan 
women parliamentarians to 
Islamabad. There, they met 
with their female colleagues 

in the Pakistani National As-
sembly and leading political 
figures in Pakistan, includ-
ing President Asif Ali Zardari 
and Speaker of the House 
Fehmida Mirza. At these 
meetings, participants ad-
opted the Islamabad Plan, 
which mapped a path for 
future cooperation. And as 
a direct result of advocacy 
from the network’s mem-
bers, women represented 
13 of the 40 delegates in the 
official Afghan delegation 
at the International Con-
ference on Afghanistan in 
Bonn, Germany.

Left: An EWI-
sponsored 
delegation of 
Afghan women 
parliamen-
tarians with 
President Asif 
Ali Zardari of 
Pakistan.

Regional Security 
Initiative
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The first Constitution of the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
provides 10 reserved seats 
for women in the single-
chamber Parliament 
(five from West Pakistan and 
five from East Pakistan).

Election of Begum 
Ashraf Abbassi as the 
first woman deputy 
speaker in Pakistan’s 
parliamentary history. Samia Usman is 

elected as the first 
woman senator.

Begum Rana 
Liaqat Ali Khan 
is the first woman 
provincial governor 
(in the province of
Sindh).

Queen Soraya lifts her 
veil in public — the first 
time an Afghan woman 
had prominently done so.

General Mohammed 
Daud becomes prime 
minister and introduces 
a number of social 
reforms, such as 
abolition of purdah 
(the practice of seclud-
ing women from public 
view).

The constitution 
gives women the 
right to vote, and 
allows them to 
enter politics.

Women make up 
over 60 percent of the 
10,000 students at Kabul 
University.

PAKISTAN

AFGHANISTAN

HIGHLIGHTS

M
embers of EWI’s Parliamentarians Network for 
Conflict Prevention are change agents in the region. 
On Nov. 15, 2011, the National Assembly of Pakistan 
passed a landmark bill on the “Prevention of Anti-

Women Practices.” Donya Aziz, a member of parliament and 
member of the network, spearheaded the effort to pass this 
historic bill.

The bill criminalizes exploitative and discriminatory practices 
such as forced marriage and denial of women’s rightful inheri-
tance. Under the law, people who engage in these practices, 
which are customary in some parts of Pakistan, are subject to 
hefty fines or up to 10 years in prison.

Pakistan’s parliament has a greater proportion of women 
than the U.K. Parliament or the U.S. Congress, but Pakistani 
women parliamentarians must constantly work against gen-
der bias and prove themselves as serious contributors in the 
legislature.

The Parliamentarians Network for Conflict Prevention 
congratulates Aziz, a member of its executive council and a 
leading member of its Working Group on Women, Peace and 
Security. It also congratulates the many female lawmakers 
who work to improve women’s and human rights in Paki-
stan. We are proud to continue to work together to support 
women’s active participation in public life.

A Landmark Bill in Pakistan 

A LONG ROAD TO WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT
Historic milestones from Pakistan and Afghanistan

Regional Security
Initiative
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Begum Naseem Wali 
Khan is the first wom-
an MP elected outside 
the seats reserved for 
women.

Mohtarma Benazir 
Bhutto becomes the 
first woman prime min-
ister of Pakistan — and 
in the Muslim world.

Legal Framework Order 2002 
reserves 17 percent of seats 
for women, with 60 seats 
in the 342-member Na-
tional Assembly and 17 in the 
100-member Senate.

Fehmida Mirza is elected as 
the first woman Speaker of the 
National Assembly, not only 
in Pakistan but in the entire 
Muslim world. Fifteen other 
women were also elected from 
the general seats.

Hina Rabbani Khar 
becomes Pakistan’s 
first woman foreign 
minister.

Of 18 private member 
bills considered in 
the House in 2010, 12 
are moved by women 
parliamentarians.

Taliban seize control 
of Kabul and introduce 
a hard-line version of 
Islam, banning women 
from education, work 
and public life.

The Loya Jirga ratifies the 
new constitution proclaim-
ing that all Afghan citizens, 
men and women, “have 
equal rights and duties 
before the law.”

First parliamen-
tary elections 
since 1969: 328 
of the 2,707 
candidates are  
women.

Habiba Sarobi 
becomes Afghanistan’s 
first woman governor.

2010 Elections: 
406 out of 2,514 
candidates are 
women. At least 68 
seats are reserved 
for women.

Donya Aziz 
(second from 
left, standing) 
with Afghan 
and Pakistani 
women parlia-
mentarians in 
Islamabad.

Regional Security 
Initiative
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W
ater is a pressing and 
delicate security issue in 
Southwest Asia. Afghani-
stan sits at the head of 

five rivers including the Amu Darya, 
which supports the livelihoods of 43 
million people in 5 countries. Howev-
er, there is very little cooperation on 
the region’s many trans-boundary 
water issues. Identifying the seeds of 
possible conflict, EWI is encouraging 
new forms of such cooperation.

To create a place for key stakehold-
ers to discuss trans-boundary water 
issues, forge agreements and share 
knowledge, EWI created the Amu 
Darya Basin Network. The network 
links experts, researchers and policy 
makers from Central Asia, Afghani-
stan and Europe. Today, the network 
is working to develop recommenda-
tions and strategies for local and 
national capacity building and the 
implementation of an integrated 
water management system in the 
Amu Darya Basin.

Cooperation on Water in 
Afghanistan and Central Asia

River basin model of the Amu Darya Basin. 
(Technical University of Denmark)

Regional Security
Initiative

AP Photo
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MAJOR EVENTS 2011

3rd 
Abu Dhabi 

Process 
Meeting

Abu Dhabi

Abu Dhabi Process
Parliamentarians
Dialogue
Islamabad

Amu Darya Basin 
Network NATO 
Seminar
Brussels

I
n 2011 EWI began a new effort to 
bridge relations between Iran and 
the international community.
At the outset, EWI conducted 

a study of Track 2 and Track 1.5 
initiatives, and interviewed more 
than 40 current and former officials, 
academics and specialists from the 
United States, Europe and Iran to 
identify a constructive path forward. 
EWI secured Iranian participation in 
several EWI events and  conducted 
several high-level meetings with 
visiting Iranian dignitaries. 

In September and November, EWI 
hosted a number of senior Iranian 
figures for off-the-record meetings 
with high-level experts. EWI also 
held public events with authors and 
specialists discussing Iranian politics, 
U.S.–Iran relations and regional 
security in West Asia. 

Building Trust
With Iran

MAJOR REPORTS 2011
The Regional Security Initiative’s wide range of work is very well 
reflected in a series of reports that came from its major projects. 

Two reports titled Seeking Solutions for Afghanistan captured the 
progress made in the Abu Dhabi Process, while A New Voice for 
Afghan Women and Forging New Ties reported on the cooperation
between women parliamentarians from Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

A New Road for Preventive 
Action presented recom-
mendations from EWI’s 
Global Conference on Pre-
ventive Action. 

Enhancing Security in 
Afghanistan and Central 
Asia through Regional 
Cooperation on Water 
called for more synergy in 
the Amu Darya basin, and 
Recognizing the Durand 
Line promoted full recogni-
tion of the border between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan 
as a basis for peaceful 
cross-border cooperation.

Afghan Women 
Parliamentarians Visit to 

Pakistan
Islamabad

Regional Security 
Initiative
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Karl Rauscher, EWI chief technology officer and distinguished 
fellow, is interviewed by Sky News at the 2nd Worldwide 
Cybersecurity Summit in London.
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Publications & Outreach

I
n 2011 EWI expanded its out-
reach and communications 
efforts through high-profile 
public events, thought lead-

ership in traditional and online 
media, and collaboration with 
prominent journalistic outlets.

The 2nd Worldwide Cybersecu-
rity Summit in London helped 
attract coverage from outlets 
including the BBC, the Finan-
cial Times, and the Associated 
Press. In the United States, EWI 
and the Chicago Tribune collab-
orated to produce a full-page 
infographic and interview about 
narcotrafficking in Afghanistan.

The groundbreaking publica-
tion Working Towards Rules 
for Governing Cyber Conflict, 
released on Feb. 3, documented 
a first-ever consensus among 
Russian and U.S. cybersecurity 
experts on how best to ap-
ply the tenets of the Geneva 
and Hague conventions to the 
realm of cyberspace. The pub-
lication was the only external 
document distributed at the 
annual Munich Security Confer-
ence in February, an event that 
coincided with multimedia 
coverage of the report by BBC 
Newsnight. Our work on cyber-
security promoted bold policies 
and built trust on several fronts. 

EWI published the results of 
engagement with China on 
cybersecurity issues in Fighting 
Spam to Build Trust, a report 
containing actionable recom-
mendations from Chinese and 
U.S. experts on reducing spam. 
This publication has set the 
stage for potential cooperation 

on more controversial issues 
such as hacking.

Efforts to build relationships 
between Afghan and Pakistani 
women parliamentarians were 
captured in the publications A 
New Voice for Afghan Women 
and Forging New Ties. Con-
ducted with the support of our 
Parliamentarians Network for 
Conflict Prevention, which has 
its own newsletter, the meet-
ings covered by these docu-
ments explored how to bolster 
the role of Afghan women 
lawmakers by bringing them 
into a sustained network with 
their Pakistani counterparts.

EWI staffers Andrew Nagorski, 
Greg Austin, Jacqueline 
McLaren Miller, Piin-Fen Kok, 
Jessica Zimerman, Michael 
Zumot, Franz-Stefan Gady, and 
Graham Webster provided in-
sightful commentary on EWI’s 
website and in venues such 
as The National Interest, The 
Huffington Post, Bloomberg 
Government, Foreign Policy 
Journal, Al Jazeera English, and 
New Europe. Board members 
Kanwal Sibal and Ikram Sehgal 
continued to produce regular 
columns for Indian and Paki-
stani publications. 

Thanks to EWI’s extensive out-
reach efforts, including publica-
tions, op-eds, video coverage 
and use of social media (follow 
us @EWInstitute), our site 
traffic increased by 20 percent 
over the course of 2011. Visit 
www.ewi.info for the latest on 
EWI’s ideas, publications and 
events.

15 REPORTS
PUBLISHED
IN 2011

170,602
UNIQUE READERS ONLINE
FOR 2011 REPORTS

4 PERIODICAL 
ELECTRONIC
NEWSLETTERS

21,078
ACTIVE SUBSCRIBERS
TO NEWSLETTERS

EWI.INFO UNIQUE VISITORS

2009

2010

2011

TWITTER 
FOLLOWERS

FACEBOOK
FANS

EWInstitute EastWestInstitute EastWestInstitute EWIpublications ewinstitute
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“How will bin Laden’s death af-
fect the al Qaeda movement? 
We asked Dr. Greg Austin, from 
the EastWest Institute — a 
global think-and-do tank fo-
cused on security issues — if 
the terrorist group would be 
weakened by his killing.”

“The world needs cyber war ‘Rules of 
Engagement’ to cope with potentially 
devastating cyber weapons, Russian and 
U.S. experts will tell world leaders at a 
security conference on Friday. The cyber 
proposal, seen exclusively by Newsnight, 
comes from the influential EastWest 
Institute in New York.”

“World leaders will consider how to 
regulate any future cyber conflict at a 
conference today on global security. 
Senior politicians attending … include 
Hillary Clinton, the U.S. secretary of 
state, Angela Merkel, the German 
chancellor, Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov and the British prime 
minister, David Cameron. A proposal 
released by the influential U.S.-based 
EastWest Institute to coincide with 
the conference calls for, ‘rendering 
the Geneva and Hague conventions in 
cyber space.’”

“The world needs to draw up new accords on online warfare to deal with the growing 
dangers of attacks in cyberspace, David Cameron and fellow international leaders 
will be told on Friday. Proposals for adapting the Geneva and Hague conventions to 
provide ‘rules of engagement’ for ‘cyber war’ will be delivered to the Munich Security 
Conference by American and Russian experts at the influential EastWest Institute.”

“Such are the sobering realities of 
so-called cyber warfare that world 
leaders are looking into adopting 
new rules of engagement for 
coping with potentially devastating 
cyber weapons. The EastWest 
Institute in New York made the 
recommendations over the weekend 
at the Munich Security Conference, 
attended by U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton and U.K. Prime 
Minister David Cameron.”

EWI in the News

Publications
& Outreach
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“The U.S. and Russia have 'his-
torical, ideological differences,' 
but several recent initiatives are 
bringing the two countries closer. 
… That cooperation was evident 
in Brussels this week, where the 
EastWest Institute is holding its 
8th Worldwide Security Confer-
ence, whose participants included 
a range of Russian experts as well 
as others from India, the U.S. and 
China and throughout Europe.”

“The 8th Worldwide Security Conference in Brussels organised by the EastWest 
Institute (EWI), one of the world’s leading think tanks…”

“Andrew Nagorski, the vice president 
and director of public policy at the 
EastWest Institute, believes that 
honesty can change the mindset of the 
Polish people and improve Russian–
Polish relations.”

“How to deal with the [cybersecurity] 
threat was the topic of the two-day 
summit organized by the EastWest 
Institute, an international think tank 
which gathered hundreds of law en-
forcement officials, business leaders, 
academics and security consultants 
for talks in the British capital.”

“A group of the world’s leading cyber-
security experts has warned that the 
U.K. needs to be better protected from 
online attacks. Delegates at the
Worldwide Cybersecurity Summit 
in central London were told that online 
fraud and hacking costs the British 
economy around £27bn a year. … The 
conference, only the second worldwide 
summit of its kind, comes in the midst 
of a huge surge in digital usage.”

Publications
& Outreach

“Our group and I personally are engaged in extensive cooperation with leading 
U.S. think tanks, especially the EastWest Institute.” —Viktor Ivanov
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The Year In Pictures
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2011 Recognition Dinners
On May 10 in New York, EWI celebrated its 30th anniversary with a dinner honoring the people 
who have helped make the institute great — alumni from each of the three decades. EWI also 
presented Fethullah Gülen with EWI’s Peacebuilding Award, which recognizes individuals who 
have made great strides in building peace across borders and cultures. Gülen received the award 
for his message of open dialogue and religious tolerance. 

On Oct. 13 at the U.A.E. Embassy in Washington, EWI recognized key international leaders for 
their impact in private–public efforts to ensure global economic security and cybersecurity. 
The Russell 20-20 Association received the inaugural George F. Russell, Jr., Economic Security 
Award, IEEE received the EWI Cybersecurity Award, and The Water Initiative received the “Game 
Changer” Award.

Left to right, top row: Francis Finlay, John Mroz, Daniel Rose, Ross Perot, Jr.; Leo Schenker; Execu-
tive Vice President and CIO Emeritus of GE Asset Management Ralph Layman; representatives 
of the IEEE. Middle row: EWI alumnus Vasil Hudak, sociologist and political activist Sonja Licht 
and EWI alumna Sasha Havlicek; Francis Finlay; Sarah Perot; Ross Perot, Jr., Kevin McGovern and 
Francis Finlay; Senator Robert P. Casey, Jr. (D-Penn.) and U.A.E. Ambassador Yousef Al-Otaiba. 
Bottom row: EWI Director Emeritus Mitchell Sonkin; EWI Director Zuhal Kurt; EWI alumnus Allen 
Lynch; the Plazion Strings performing at EWI’s 30th anniversary dinner.
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2011 Chairmen’s Reception
Left column, from top: event honorees Gen. James L. 
Jones and Diane Jones; Nobel laureate and former 
U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger addresses 
the chairmen’s reception (May 9, New York); Kathryn 
Davis and Henry Kissinger.

Youth and Digital Citizenship
Bottom row, from left: participants at EWI’s Youth 
Congress on Digital Citizenship (May 31, London); 
Salma Abbasi; International Telecommunications 
Union Secretary-General Hamadoun Touré.

Worldwide Security Conference
Above: Maria Livanos Cattaui and Vartan Sarkissian 
during WSC8 consultations on Measuring the 
Cybersecurity Problem at the European Parliament 
(Oct. 4, Brussels).

2011 Cybersecurity Reception
Above right: event hostess Barbara Thomas, Lady 
Judge (March 28, London).

The Year
in Pictures
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Nuclear Discussion Forum

T
he threat posed 
by remaining 
stockpiles of 
weapons of 

mass destruction and 
the potential emer-
gence of new nuclear 
powers continue to 
cast a shadow over the 
international stage.  

The recent momentum 
from New START and 
the first U.N. Security 
Council Summit on 
Nuclear Non-prolifera-
tion and Disarmament 
in 2009 reflect a trend 
toward supporting dis-
armament, but there is 
still serious work to be 
done. 

EWI and the Perma-
nent Mission of Ka-
zakhstan to the United 
Nations in New York 
held a series of meet-
ings of the Nuclear 
Discussion Forum. 
It brought together 
representatives from 

34 countries to identify 
the next milestones, 
culminating in the re-
port Building Momen-
tum for a World Free of 
Nuclear Weapons.

EWI’s WMD Program 
also held its second 
nuclear disarmament 
consultation at U.N. 
headquarters on Unit-
ed Nations Day, Oct. 
24, 2011. The day-long 
event, which featured 
a keynote address by 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon, was 
convened in coopera-
tion with the Global Se-
curity Institute and the 
James Martin Center 
for Nonproliferation 
Studies. 

Top-level experts and 
officials discussed 
major disarmament 
issues in both plenary 
sessions and breakout 
groups. 

The event marked the 
third anniversary of 
Ban’s five-point action 
plan for nuclear dis-
armament, originally 
introduced at the 2008 
consultation and docu-
mented in our 2009 
publication Eliminating 
the Nuclear Threat.

“Most immediately, 
the world is expecting 
a deeper reduction 
in the largest nuclear 
arsenals,” Ban said in 
his opening remarks. 
“This should include 
limits on both non-
strategic nuclear 
weapons and non-de-
ployed weapons. And 
by weapon reduction, I 
mean weapon destruc-
tion.”  He added:  “A 
world free of nuclear 
weapons is a concrete 
possibility. Let us real-
ize that dream so that 
7 billion people can live 
in peace and security.”

Francis Finlay 
and U.N. Sec-
retary-General 
Ban Ki-moon. 
Center, left 
to right: John 
Mroz, Andrew 
Nagorski, 
Francis Finlay 
and Gen. T. 
Michael “Buzz” 
Moseley.

The Year
in Pictures
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2011 Board Meetings
Left to right, top row: Louise Richardson; John Gunn; Francis Najafi and Ross Perot, Jr.; 
Christine Loh; Ma Zhengang; Hilton Smith, Jr. 
Middle row: Joel Cowan; Ramzi Sanbar; William Ury; fall board meeting in Washington; 
Don Kendall, Jr.; Peter Castenfelt. 
Bottom row: Adel Ghazzawi; Perot Distinguished Fellow Gen. T. Michael “Buzz” 
Moseley, Tewodros Ashenafi and Ross Perot, Jr.; Stephen Heintz; Anurag Jain 
and Jerald Baldridge.

The Year
in Pictures
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Clockwise from top left: Franz-Stefan Gady and Kanwal Sibal, EWI 2011 Director of the Year; Mark Chandler, June Chandler and George Sheer; Emil 
Hubinak and Maria Hubinakova; Jessie Firestein and Angela Chen; Addison Fischer; Henry Smith and Jane Smith; Ikram Sehgal; Mark Maletz.

The Year
in Pictures
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The Year in Numbers

Revenue

Donor contributions $ 5,712,979

Grants $ 712,935

Investment loss ($ 95,032)

In-kind contributions $ 69,139 

Net revenue from special events $ 378,668 

Other $ 61,436 

Total public support and revenue $ 6,840,125 

Expenses

Program services $ 6,932,369

Management and general expenses $ 1,498,242 

Fundraising $ 721,546 

Total operating expenses $ 9,152,157

Net Assets

Change in net assets before foreign translation income ($ 2,312,032)

Foreign translation loss  ($ 9,240)

Change in net assets  ($ 2,321,272)

Net assets, beginning of year $ 15,290,306 

Net assets, end of year $ 12,969,034 

 

Audited Financial Information
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Our Donors

INDIVIDUALS, FOUNDATIONS 
AND GOVERNMENT

Chairman’s Society 

Belgian Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Carnegie Corporation of New York

China-United States Exchange Foundation
Kathryn W. Davis

Francis Finlay
John A. Gunn and Cynthia Fry Gunn

H.E. Ambassdor Yousef Al Otaiba
Sarah and Ross Perot, Jr.

George F. Russell, Jr. and Dion Russell
United Arab Emirates Government

President’s Society 

W. P. Carey Foundation
Gerda Henkel Stiftung

John Hurley
Jain Foundation

Zuhal Kurt
Near East South Asia (NESA) Center for Strategic 

Studies
Planet Heritage Foundation

The Widgeon Point Charitable Foundation

Ambassador’s Society 

The Baldridge Foundation
Mark B. Chandler

Oliver S. and Jennie R. Donaldson Charitable Trust
Donald and Sigrid Kendall

Schenker Family Foundation
Henry J. (Bud) and Jane M. Smith

Ali Tarik and Bilgehan Yilmaz

Diplomat’s Society 

Michael B. Ajouz
S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
Amon G. Carter Foundation

Maria Livanos Cattaui
Angela Chen

Ministry of European and Foreign Affairs of France
Emil Hubinak

The Hurford Foundation
Frank Neuman

Pivotal Foundation
George F. Sheer

Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Philanthropic Fund

Peacekeeper’s Society 

Butler Family Foundation
David Cohen

Beverly Hamilton
Forrest and Sally Hoglund

Permanent Mission of Kazakhstan to 
the United Nations

The Lodestar Foundation
Don and Sara Nelson

John A. Roberts
Laurent Roux

The Water Initiative
WEM Foundation

John C. Whitehead

Insider’s Circle 

Albemarle Foundation 
Anonymous

Nancy Baldwin
Marshall Bennett

CFA Institute 
Joel & Geraldine Cowan Fund

William D. Dearstyne
Fenton-May Family Fund

Mary Holland
Robert H. Graham

Michael S. Guerrieri
George B. E. Hambleton

The Per and Astrid Heidenreich Family Foundation
George R. Hoguet
R. William Ide, III

Sheila Broderick Johnson
A. Steven Raab and Ginny Jackson Raab

Red Bird Hollow Foundation
Walter P. & Elizabeth Stern Foundation, Inc.

William Ury
Linda S. Vance

Robert Weekley
Robert T. Wise and Thinh Q. Tran

Cyvia and Melvyn Wolff Family Foundation
The Jerry and Anita Zucker Family Foundation Inc
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CORPORATIONS

Leader

Africa Energy Services, LTD
Anonymous

Deloitte & Touche, LLP
Goldman Sachs

Hillwood Development Company, LLC
Huawei

Knightsbridge Cybersystems
MonaVie LLC

The SDC Group, Inc.
Vodafone Group Plc

Partner

Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld LLP
Anonymous

AT&T Inc.
BAE Systems

Chertoff Group
Fidelity Investments

Financial Times
Microsoft

Unisys Limited
VeriSign

Sponsor

ENI S.p.A.
McGovern Capital LLC

Wells Fargo Family Wealth

WORLDWIDE CYBERSECURITY 
SUMMIT PARTNERS

Data Security Council of India
e Worldwide Group

Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry
Financial Times

IEEE
IEEE Communications Society

Institute for Security & Resilience Studies
Intellect

London First
National Association of Software and Service Companies

New Europe
TeleGeography

UK Investment Banking Information Security SIG

T
he China–United States Exchange 
Foundation (CUSEF) is a generous 
supporter of EWI’s Strategic Trust-
Building Initiative, particularly in 

the area of U.S.–China relations. Under 
the leadership of C.H. Tung, the foundation 
seeks to foster a strengthened and 
improved relationship between China and 
the United States that is, and will continue 
to be, beneficial to China, the United 
States and the world at large.  

EWI’s work in this area includes the 
groundbreaking U.S.–China High-Level 
Political Party Leaders Dialogue, which 
brings together key leaders from the 
Communist Party of China and senior 
Democrats and Republicans; the U.S.–
China High-Level Security Dialogue; a 
research project on U.S. arms sales to 
Taiwan; and other Track 2 discussions.  
CUSEF’s multi-year investment has 
enabled a significant expansion and 
deepening of EWI’s China program and 
has laid the groundwork for its continued 
success. 

We at EWI are very grateful for CUSEF’s 
continued belief in and support of this 
important work.

China–United States
Exchange Foundation

C.H. Tung, 
Founding 
Chairman of 
the China–
United States 
Exchange 
Foundation 
(CUSEF).
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Our Board

OFFICE OF THE 
CHAIRMEN 

Francis Finlay (U.K.)
Co-Chairman

EastWest Institute 
Former Chairman

Clay Finlay LLC

Ross Perot, Jr. (U.S.)
Co-Chairman 

EastWest Institute
Chairman

Hillwood Development Co. LLC 
Board of Directors

Dell Inc.

Armen Sarkissian (Armenia)
Vice Chairman

EastWest Institute
President

Eurasia House International
Former Prime Minister of 

Armenia

OFFICERS 

John Edwin Mroz (U.S.)
President, Co-Founder & CEO 

EastWest Institute

Mark Maletz (U.S.)
Chair of the Executive Committee

EastWest Institute
Senior Fellow

Harvard Business School 

R. William Ide III (U.S.)
Counsel & Secretary

EastWest Institute
Partner

McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP

Leo Schenker (U.S.)
Treasurer

EastWest Institute
Senior Executive Vice President
Central National-Gottesman Inc.

MEMBERS

Martti Ahtisaari (Finland)
Former Chairman
EastWest Institute

2008 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
Former President of Finland

Tewodros Ashenafi (Ethiopia)
Chairman & CEO

Southwest Energy (HK) Ltd.
 

Jerald T. Baldridge (U.S.)
Chairman

Republic Energy Inc.

Sir Peter Bonfield (U.K.)
Chairman

NXP Semiconductors

Peter Castenfelt (U.K.)
Chairman

Archipelago Enterprises Ltd.

Maria Livanos Cattaui 
(Switzerland)

Former Secretary-General
International Chamber of 

Commerce

Mark Chandler (U.S.)
Chairman & CEO

Biophysical

Angela Chen (U.S.)
Founder and Managing Director

Global Alliance Associates
Partner

Epoch Fund

Michael Chertoff (U.S.)
Co-founder & Managing Principal

Chertoff Group
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Craig Cogut (U.S.)
Founder & Co-Managing Partner

Pegasus Capital Advisors

David Cohen (U.K.)
Chairman 

F&C REIT Property Management

Joel Cowan (U.S.)
Professor

Georgia Institute of Technology

Addison Fischer (U.S.)
Chairman & Co-Founder

Planet Heritage Foundation

Adel Ghazzawi (U.A.E.)
Founder

CONEKTAS

Melissa Hathaway (U.S.)
President

Hathaway Global Strategies LLC
Former Acting Senior 

Director for Cyberspace 
U.S. National Security Council

Stephen B. Heintz (U.S.)
President 

Rockefeller Brothers Fund

Emil Hubinak (Slovak Republic)
Chairman & CEO

Logomotion

John Hurley (U.S.)
Managing Partner 

Cavalry Asset Management

Wolfgang Ischinger (Germany)
Chairman

Munich Security Conference
Global Head of 

Governmental Affairs
Allianz SE

Anurag Jain (India)
Chairman

Laurus Edutech Pvt. Ltd.

James L. Jones (U.S.)
Former U.S. National Security 

Advisor

Haifa Al Kaylani (U.K.)
Founder & Chairperson

Arab International Women’s Forum 

Zuhal Kurt (Turkey)
CEO 

Kurt Enterprises

Christine Loh (China)
CEO

Civic Exchange, Hong Kong

Ma Zhengang (China)
Chairman

National Committee, Council for 
Security and Cooperation in the 

Asia Pacific (CSCAP) 
Chairman

China Arms Control and 
Disarmament Association

Kevin McGovern (U.S.)
Chairman

The Water Initiative
Co-Founder

SOBE Beverages

F. Francis Najafi (U.S.)
CEO

Pivotal Group

Ronald P. O’Hanley (U.S.)
President,Asset Management 

and Corporate Services
Fidelity Invesments 

Yousef Al Otaiba (U.A.E.)
Ambassador 

Embassy of the United Arab 
Emirates in Washington

Admiral (ret) William A. Owens 
(U.S.)

Chairman
AEA Holdings Asia

Former Vice Chairman
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff

Sarah Perot (U.S.)
Director & Co-Chair for 

Development
Dallas Center for Performing Arts 

Louise Richardson (U.S.)
Principal

University of St. Andrews

John Rogers (U.S.)
Managing Director

Goldman Sachs & Co.

George F. Russell, Jr. (U.S.)
Former Chairman
EastWest Institute

Chairman Emeritus
Russell Investment Group

Founder
Russell 20-20 

Top row, left to 
right: George F. 
Russell, Jr.; Sir 
Peter Bonfield; 
Haifa Al Kaylani; 
David Cohen; 
William Owens; 
Charles Wald. 
Bottom row, left 
to right: Alex-
ander Voloshin; 
William Ide III; 
John Hurley.
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Ramzi H. Sanbar (U.K.)
Chairman

SDC Group Inc.

Ikram ul-Majeed Sehgal 
(Pakistan)
Chairman

Security & Management 
Services Ltd. 

Kanwal Sibal (India)
Former Foreign Secretary of India

Henry J. Smith (U.S.)
CEO

Bud Smith Organization Inc.

Pierre Vimont (France)
Executive Secretary General

European External Action Service
Former Ambassador

Embassy of the Republic of France 
in Washington, D.C.

Alexander Voloshin (Russia)
Chairman of the Board

OJSC Uralkali

Charles F. Wald (U.S.)
Senior Advisor

Deloitte Services LP
Former Deputy Commander

U.S. European Command

Zhou Wenzhong (China)
Secretary-General

Boao Forum for Asia

NON-BOARD COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS

Laurent Roux (U.S.)
Founder

Gallatin Wealth Mangement, LLC

Hilton Smith, Jr. (U.S.)
President & CEO
East Bay Co., LTD

CO-FOUNDER

Ira D. Wallach* (U.S.)
Former Chairman

Central National-Gottesman Inc.
Co-Founder

EastWest Institute

CHAIRMEN EMERITI 

Berthold Beitz (Germany) 
President

Alfried Krupp von Bohlen 
und Halbach-Stiftung

Ivan T. Berend (Hungary)
Professor

University of California, Los Angeles

Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
(Germany)

Former Vice Chancellor & Minister 
of Foreign Affairs

Donald M. Kendall (U.S.)
Former Chairman & CEO

PepsiCo. Inc.

Whitney MacMillan (U.S.)
Former Chairman & CEO

Cargill Inc.

DIRECTORS EMERITI

Jan Krzysztof Bielecki (Poland)
CEO

Bank Polska Kasa Opieki S.A.
Former Prime Minister of Poland 

Emil Constantinescu (Romania)
President

Institute for Regional Cooperation 
and Conflict Prevention (INCOR)

Former President of Romania

William D. Dearstyne (U.S.)
Former Company Group Chairman

 Johnson & Johnson

John W. Kluge* (U.S.)
Former Chairman of the Board

Metromedia International Group

Maria-Pia Kothbauer 
(Liechtenstein) 

Ambassador 
Embassy of Liechtenstein to 

Austria, OSCE and the UN in Vienna

 William E. Murray* (U.S.) 
Former Chairman 

The Samuel Freeman Trust 

John J. Roberts (U.S.) 
Senior Advisor 

American International Group (AIG) 

Daniel Rose (U.S.) 
Chairman 

Rose Associates Inc. 

Mitchell I. Sonkin (U.S.) 
Managing Director 

MBIA Insurance Corporation 

Thorvald Stoltenberg (Norway) 
President 

Norwegian Red Cross 

Liener Temerlin (U.S.) 
Chairman 

Temerlin Consulting 

John C. Whitehead (U.S.) 
Former Co-Chairman

Goldman Sachs 
Former U.S. Deputy Secretary 

of State 

Our
Board
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CHAIRMAN’S COUNCIL 

Henry A. Crumpton
Former Coordinator for 

Counterterrorism 
U.S. Department of State 

Valery Gergiev
General Director

Mariinsky Theater 

John Gunn
President and 

Chief Investment Officer
Dodge & Cox

Charles Timothy “Chuck” Hagel 
Chairman

The Atlantic Council
Former U.S. Senator

Frances Hesselbein
Chairman, Board of Governors

Leader to Leader Institute

Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu
Secretary General

Organization of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC)

Donald Johnston
Former Secretary-General
Organization for Economic 

Co-operation and Development

Lady Barbara Judge
Former Chair

UK Atomic Energy Authority 

Joseph E. Robert, Jr.
Chairman

Business Executives for 
National Security

C.H. Tung
Founding Chairman

China-United States Exchange 
Foundation

Antonio Vitorino
Former European Commissioner 

for Justice and Home Affairs

Robert Ziff
Chief Investment Strategist

Ziff Brothers Investment

PRESIDENT’S 
ADVISORY GROUP

Salma Abbasi
Chair and CEO

e Worldwide Group

Michael Ajouz
Managing Director

New Mountain Capital

Cenk Aydin
Executive Director
JPMorgan Chase

Marshall Bennett
Owner

Marshall Bennett Enterprises

John Castle
Chairman and CEO
Castle Harlan Inc.

Tullio Cedraschi
Former President and CEO

CN Investment Division

William Glynn
Chairman

ISB Global Ventures 

Lance Lord
CEO

L2 Aerospace LLC

Cindy Mercer
Co-Founder and Vice President 

Planet Heritage Foundation

Peter Maurer
State Secretary and Head of the 

Directorate of Political Affairs 
Federal Department of Foreign 

Affairs, Switzerland

Joseph Nye
University Distinguished Service 

Professor of International Relations
Harvard University

John O’Neil
President

Center for Leadership Renewal

Robert Oxnam
Former President
The Asia Society

Vladimir Plasil
Chairman of the Board of Directors

ALTA, A.S.

Harry Raduege, Jr.
Chairman

Deloitte Center for Cyber 
Innovation

John Richardson
Policy Advisor

Madariaga – College of Europe 
Foundation

Laurent Roux
Founder

Gallatin Wealth Management, LLC.

Leland Russell
President

GEO Group Strategic Services Inc. 

Fred Teng
CEO

China Newsweek Corporation

Sir Glenn Lester Torpy
Fromer Chief of Air Staff 

British Royal Air Force

Lew Van Amerongen
President

LVA Enterprises

Robert Verrue
Hors Classe Adviser

European Commission

Enzo Viscusi
Senior Vice President

Eni Group

Bengt Westergren
Former President, Central Europe 

and Former Soviet Union
American International Group, Inc.

Our
Board

* Deceased
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Our Staff

Kunle Abodunde
Emina Ajvazoska
Gregory Austin
Angelika Beer

Svetlana Boiko
Brad Brasseur 
Irina Bratosin
Damon Clyde

Eden Collinsworth
James Creighton

Ingo Dean
Allison Doenges

Matthew Eckford
David Firestein

Franz-Stefan Gady
Vladimir Ivanov

Guljamal Jumamuratova
Raymond Karam

Matthew King
John Kluge

Piin-Fen Kok
Ryan Kreider
Alison Kung

Adam Krieger
Liza Kurukulasuriya

Tracy Larsen
Alexander Leitch

Melina Lepida
Thomas Lynch

Gail Manley
Rebecca Mantey
Sarah Marcalus

Jesal Mehta
Jacqueline McLaren Miller

Violeta Mincheva
Terrence Morgan
John Edwin Mroz
Andrew Nagorski

Gayane Nanushyan
Majken Nielsen

Guenter Overfeld

Abigail Rabinowitz
Karl Frederick Rauscher

Joelle Rizk
Anneleen Roggeman

Oliver Senft
Daniel Skillings

Dragan Stojanovski
Benjamin Sturtewagen

Sarah Terry
Euhwa Tran

Liliya Troshina
Irini Tseminidou

Nadine Vansteenbrugge
Konstantin Vidrenko

Graham Webster
Nathan Wendt

Robert Wise
Andrew Yu

Jessica Zimerman
Michael Zumot

Albert Ames
Augustas Baliulis
Saghar Birjandian

Stephanie Box
Angela Cheng
Lokesh Dani

Sokhana Aminiata Diop
Yuilya Edelshtyn
Miguël Gilquin
Michael Graf

Noelia Guzman
Zaruhi Hovahannisyan

Even Howlett

Patrick Hughley
Shubha Jaishankar
Boriss Kaigorodovs

Jonna Kim
Kai Little

Pu Lu
Mia Magazin

Natatlia Marczewska
Amy Markel

Olesya Mashtakova
Samuel McIntire
Joseph Messina
Osman Oztoprak

Jessica Pennetier
William Piekos

Ashley Pugh
Christina Putz

Victoria Rolandelli
Timothy Sandole

Harry Smith
Nhu Truong

Tatihana Vujatovic
Daniel Whitehead

John Zanikos
Yifei Zhang

INTERNS

STAFF

General (ret.) 
T. Michael “Buzz” Moseley

Perot Distinguished 
Fellow

Najam Abbas
Danila Bochkarev
Allen Collinsworth

Julie Eubank
Os Guinness

Vasil Hudak
Hekmat Karzai

Leonid Ryabikhin
Deborah Taylor Tate

FELLOWS
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Clockwise, from 
top left: Greg 
Austin, David 
Firestein and 
Guenter Overfeld; 
Jacqueline 
McLaren Miller; 
Robert Wise and 
Rebecca Mantey; 
Anneleen 
Roggeman and 
Alison Kung; 
Abigail Rabi-
nowitz, Dragan 
Stojanovski, Amy 
Markel and Tracy 
Larsen; Nathan 
Wendt; James 
Creighton; Jesal 
Mehta; Vladimir 
Ivanov; Euhwa 
Tran, Damon 
Clyde, Emina 
Ajvazoska and 
Adam Krieger; 
Ryan Kreider, 
Gail Manley and 
Karen Mroz; 
Liza Kurukula-
suriya and Irini 
Tseminidou.
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www.ewi.info

Founded in 1980, the EastWest Institute is a global, action-oriented 
think-and-do tank. EWI tackles the toughest international problems by:

Convening for discreet conversations representatives of institutions 
and nations that do not normally cooperate. EWI serves as a trusted 
global hub for back-channel “Track 2” diplomacy, and also organizes 
public forums to address peace and security issues. 

Reframing issues to look for win-win solutions. Based on our 
special relations with Russia, China, the United States, Europe and 
other powers, EWI brings together disparate viewpoints to promote 
collaboration for positive change.

Mobilizing networks of key individuals from both the public and 
private sectors. EWI leverages its access to intellectual entrepreneurs 
and business and policy leaders around the world to defuse current 
conflicts and prevent future flare-ups. 

The EastWest Institute is a non-partisan, 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization with offices in New York, Brussels and Moscow. Our 
fiercely guarded independence is ensured by the diversity of our 
international board of directors and our supporters. 

EWI New York Center
11 East 26th St.
20th Floor
New York, NY 10010
1-212-824-4100 

EWI Moscow Center
Bolshaya Dmitrovka St. 7/5, 
Building 1, 6th Floor
Moscow 125009
7-495-2347797

EWI Brussels Center
Rue de Trèves, 59-61
Brussels 1040
32-2-743-4610

EWI Washington Office
1069 Thomas Jefferson St. NW
Washington, DC 20007
1-202-492-0181


